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F O R E W O R D 

The ro le of farm women has been t r a d i t i o n a l l y accepted as 

attending to household work, preparing food for the fami ly and 

a s s i s t i n g i n farming operat ions. Th i s p ic ture i s f as t changing 

with more and more females takrng up employment outside the farm. 

The earnings from the i r employment i s an important source of 

income to most f a m i l i e s . i 

The r u r a l women i n S r i Lanka have not received the at tent ion 

that they r i g h t f u l l y deserve from researchers . Hence, there i s a 

ser ious dearth of research information on t h i s subject . I t i s hoped 

that t h i s study, though i n a l im i ted way, w i l l provide some ins igh t 

into the a c t i v i t i e s of farm women i n S r i Lanka. 

The study attempts to examine the ro le of farm women i n 

farming and household work, the i r employment i n a g r i c u l t u r a l and non-

a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , extent of unemployment and underemployment, 

the s k i l l s possessed by them and the extent of u t i l i s a t i o n of those 

s k i l l s for employment purposes. The report cons is ts of f i v e separate 

v i l l a g e studies followed by a comparative a n a l y s i s of the cases . 

The data co l l ec t i on for the s t i dy was done i n the f i r s t ha l f of 1976. 

Th is study was undertaken by a team of researchers from ARTI 

with Mr. C M . Wijayaratne as i t s co-ordinator. I t was done i n 

co l laborat ion with the Farm Women Extension Serv ice of the Department 

of Ag r i cu l tu re . Our thanks are due to them for the i r co-operat ion. 

Di rector 

February 1978. 
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STUDY OF INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES FOR 
FARM WOMEN 

Introduction and Methodology 

The major i ty of r u r a l people i n the country are engaged i n a g r i ­
cu l t u re . But several s tudies have indicated a high leve l of un­
employment and under-employment among the r u r a l adu l t s . There i s , 
however, d i f f i c u l t y i n assessing the l e v e l s of unemployment and 
under-employment i n the r u r a l areas as there i s often no sharp 
d i s t i n c t i o n between work and l e i s u r e . Even the people who do not 
have regular work may not a c t i v e l y seek extra work. Disguised 
employment a lso ex i s t s i n r u r a l areas s ince many of the jobs 
performed are car r ied out at home. Th is i s i n d i c a t i v e of many 
handicraf t i ndus t r ies where the home i s considered the work p lace . 

The contr ibut ion of r u r a l women to the household has been t r a d i ­
t i o n a l l y accepted as ass is tance i n farming operat ions, home manage 
ment and the preparat ion of food for the f am i l y . However, i n the 
present operat ional s t ructure of the fami ly farm i n th i s country, 
the women's contr ibut ion to ti.a development of the farming enter­
p r i se w i l l remain rather l im i t ed . Therefore, i t i s rather impera­
t i ve that new opportuni t ies for women's employment i n and outside 
agr i cu l tu re should be explored. At present, there i s a dearth of 
information regarding the work and l e i s u r e patterns of the female 
r u r a l populat ion and th is study i s intended to achieve the fo l low­
ing ob jec t i ves . 

Objectives 

The general ob ject ive of t h i s study i s to i den t i f y opportunit ies 
for the employment of r u r a l women both wi th in and outside a g r i ­
cu l tu re . The spec i f i c ob jec t ives of the study based on the above 
general ob jec t ives are : 

(1) To examine the d i v i s i o n of labour i n the 
farm households; 

(2) To ascer ta in the present s k i l l s and experiences 
of r u r a l women which could be u t i l i s e d in-
poss ib le income generating a c t i v i t i e s . 
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(3) To examine the opportuni t ies for more 
in tens ive employment of r u r a l women 
i n ag r i cu l t u re ; 

(4) To i den t i f y the i n f ra -s t ruc tu re ex i s t i ng / 
needed for the development of employment 
opportunit ies outside ag r i cu l tu re for 
r u r a l women; 

(5) To asce r ta in the scope of a c t i v i t i e s of 
voluntary and non-voluntary organisat ions 
ass i s t i ng r u r a l women i n ga in fu l employment; 

(6) To iden t i f y s p e c i f i c income generating a c t i ­
v i t i e s on or off the farm for r u r a l women 
for further development by the Farm Women 
Extension Serv ice of the Department of 
Ag r i cu l tu re . 

The study was conducted i n co l labora t ion with the Farm Women Exten­
s ion Serv ice of the Department of Ag r i cu l t u re . I t was car r ied out 
i n f i v e pre-selected areas where Farm Women Extension Of f i cers were 
working. 

Selection of Areas and Sample 

Of the 16 areas where extension o f f i c e r s of the Farm Women Exten­
s ion Serv ice are operating the fol lowing 5 areas were purposively 
selected : 

(1) K u l i y a p i t i y a Representing the coconut area 

(2) Raj angana Representing a dry zone c o l o n i ­(2) Raj angana 
sa t ion scheme 

(3) Jaf fna - Representing the Jaf fna peninsula 

(4) Beminiwatte Representing the mid country wet 
zone 

(5) Kandupalatha . • Representing the Kandyan areas. 

L i s t s of v i l l a g e s where the Farm Women Extension Of f i cers of these 
areas had their extension programmes were obtained and two 
v i l l a g e s from each of the above areas were selected at random 
from the l i s t s of v i l l a g e s provided. Except i n Jaf fna the v i l l a g e s 
selected from each area came, under one Ag r i cu l t u ra l Produc t iv i t y 
Committee area. A random sample of 30 households from each 
v i l l a g e was selected for the purpose of the study. The householders 
l i s t was used as the frame.-



The v i l l a g e s selected were 

(1) K u l i y a p i t i y a 

(2) Raj angaria 

(3) Jaf fna 

(4) Beminiwatte 

(5) Kandupalatha 

The c o l l e c t i o n of data was do 
Of f i ce rs i n the respect ive ar 

Weerambuwa and Madakumburumull 

Left bank t rac t 3 and 2 , Left 
bank t rac t 1 

Pe r i yapa la i and Sithankerny 

Nankurugama and Kongamuwa 

Ratmeewela and Mamudawela 

by the Farm Women Extension 

For convenience of d i scuss ion , the terms K u l i y a p i t i y a , 
Rajangana, Ja f fna , Beminiwatte and Kandupalatha w i l l 
be used i n the text to i den t i f y the respect ive study 
a reas . These terms a lso denote the range areas of 
Farm Women Extension O f f i c e r s . 



I . STUDY AREA - KULIYAPITIYA 

Family Size, Age and Education 

The study revealed that out of the 60 households, 57% had 
between 5-7 members and a l i t t l e over a quarter had 2-4 
members whi le the remainder (15%) had a fami ly s i ze of over 8. 
The to ta l fami ly members of the 60 households between the 
age of 14 and 65 was 2 1 6 . Of these 1 1 7 were females and 99 
were males. Thus on the average each household had two 
female members belonging to th i s age group. The proportion of 
female population i n these v i l l a g e s was s l i g h t l y higher when 
compared to the f igure given i n the 1 9 7 1 census for the area. 

As for the age groups of males and females, Table 1 . 1 shows 
a higher proportion of females i n the age group 14-20 and a 
s i m i l a r higher proportion of males i n the age group of 46-65. 

"Table 1 . 1 D i s t r i bu t i on of respondents of age 
group 14-65 by thei r age 

Females Males Tota l 
N = 1 1 7 N » 99 N = 216 

Age Group No. % No. % No. % 

1 4 - 2 0 34 29 19 19 53 25 
21 - 30 30 26 25 25 55 25 
3 1 - 4 5 35 30 29 30 64 30 
46 - 65 18 15 26 26 44 ' 20 
Tota l 1 1 7 100 99 100 216 100 

As for the educational attainment of fami ly members, Table 
1 . 2 shows that 12% and 8% of females and males respec t i ve l y 
have had no school ing. 80% of those'with no schooling were 
above 35 years of age. None of them belong to the 1 4 - 2 0 age 
group. Although not s i g n i f i c a n t , i t i s important to note 
that more female members have had a higher education ( ' 0 ' 
Level and above) when compared to males. 



Table 1 . 2 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of^ 
the age group 14-65 by the i r education 

N = 1 1 7 N = 99 
No. % . No. % 

14 12 8 8 
32 27 26 26 
42 36 44 45 

29 25 2 1 21 

1 1 7 100 99 100 

labour of members of the house 
48% of the males are f u l l - t i m e 
f u l l - t ime i n of f -farm non-

Females Males 

No schooling 
Upto Grade 5 
Grade 6 to ' 0 ' l e ve l 
Passed ' 0 ' l e v e l and 

above 

Tota l 

Vi.vAM.on o£ Laboufi 

In determining the d i v i s i o n oi 
ho lds , Table 1 . 3 revea ls that 
farmers, whi le 32% are engagec 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . (This category also inc ludes students). 
No males are employed i n off- farm a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s on 
a f u l l - t i m e b a s i s , while, only 10% are employed i n off- farm 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s on a part- t ime b a s i s . I t i s seen that 
80 of the 99 males (80%) are engaged on .a f u l l - t i m e bas is 
e i ther i n a g r i c u l t u r a l or non-agr i cu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s . 

With reference to female employment, only 3% are employed on 
the i r own farm on a f u l l - t i m e o a s i s , whi le 26% and 40% repor­
ted the i r involvement on a f u l l - t ime b a s i s i n of f - farm non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s and household and home aspects r e s ­
pec t i ve l y . The Table shows that 47 females are engaged i n 
household chores on a f u l l - t i m e bas is and 22 on a part- t ime 
bas i s spending it'.re than one-third of the t ime. Considering 
the number of households (60 i n number) the above f i gu res i n ­
d ica te the need for one f u l l - t i m e female member to attend to 
household matters i n each household. Since there are two f e ­
male members of the age group 14-65 years per household on 
the average, i t could be assumed that one female i s a v a i l a b l e ' 
for outs ide employment. 

Another important factor with regard to female employment i s 
that 37% of the female members are employed on a part- t ime 
bas is i n the i r own farms. The number of female members employ­
ed i n th i s manner when expressed as a percentage of the number 
of farmers, both f u l l - t i m e and par t - t ime, works out to 65%. 
Thus the contr ibut ion of female members to farming i s 
subs tan t i a l . 

With regard to unemployment among the fami ly members, although 
there i s very l i t t l e to ta l unemployment (none of the females 
and only 2% of males) , there i s under-employment of both 
females and males. 35% and 22% of females and males have 
reported under-employment. When considering the magnitude 

http://Vi.vAM.on
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of under-employment i t i s seen that i t i s more acute i n the 
case of females; 26% of females were unemployed more than 
one-third of the t ime, whi le the corresponding f i gu re for 
males was 7%. 

Table 1 . 3 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of the 
age group 14-65 by the a l l oca t i on of 

time for var ious a c t i v i t i e s 
Females N - 1 1 7 and Males N = 99 

Farm­ Off-farm Of f- farm House­ Le isure 
ing (agr i - (non-ag- hold time (not 

(own cul ture) r i c u l t u r e ) work employed) 
farm) 

No. % . No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Fu l l - t ime Females 3 3 _ mm - 3 1 26 47 40 , 
Fu l l - t ime Males1 48 48 - 32 32 - - 2 2 

Part- t ime Females 33 28 - - 5 4 22 19 30 26 
more than Males 20 20 7 7 1 2 12 -' - . 7 ? 
1 / 3 of time • 

Part- t ime Females 1 1 1 9 I 1 ' — 8 7 10 9 
l e s s than Males l - 1 •' •• 1 3 2 2 1 15 IS 
1 / 3 of time 

The fol lowing observations may be made when the employment of ;.female 
members i s examined i n r e l a t i o n to the age groups (Table 1 . 4 ) : 

(a) The contr ibut ion of female labour to farming . 
comes from those above 20 years of age; to be 
moire s p e c i f i c from the above 35 years age 
group; 

(b) Off-farm a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s contr ibute 
very l i t t l e by way of employment for female 
members; 

(c) The major i ty of the members engaged i n of f -
farm non-agr i cu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s belong to 
the 14-20 and 20-35 age groups; the former 
group being higher' as students are a l so i n -

" : eluded i n t h i s group; • 1 ^ 

.;,,(d) . The contr ibut ion to househbId^work comes 
mainly from the female members above 20 ^ears 
of age. Their contr ibut ion was mostly on a 
f u l l - t i m e b a s i s . The contr ibut ion of female 
members of the 14-20 age group was smaller 
and was mostly on a part- t ime b a s i s . 
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4 
Table 1 .4 D is t r i bu t i on of female members 

according to age and employment 

14-20 

20-35 

Over 
35 

Farm- Off- Off- -farm House­ Le isure 
ing f arm non-- a g r i - hold time 

( own a g r i ­ cu l ture work (not em­
farm) c u l ­ ( inc luding ployed) 

ture students) 

E u l l - •time 0 0 15 (44%) 4 0 
Par t -•time 6 (18%) 1 (3%) 1 2 (35%) 1 3 (38%) 12 (35%) 
F u l l - •time 0 0 10 (24%) 27 (64%) 0 " 
Par t - time 12 (29%) 1 (2%) 0 3 ( 7%) 12 (29%) 
F u l l - time 2 . ( 5%) 0 3 ( 7%) 3 1 (76%) 1 ( 2%) 
Par t - time 25 (61%) 1 (2%) 0 8 (20%) 16 (39%) 

No. of 
respon­
dents i n 
each age 

group 

34 (100%) 

42 (100%) 

41 (100%) 

7.3 Present Bnploymznt Pattern 
oi family Member 

Of the 46 males who were involved i n of f- farm a c t i v i t i e s , the 
study revealed that about one-third were working as labourers, 
an equal proportion were i n w h i t e - c o l l a r / s a l a r i e s jobs e.g. 
as c l e r k s , teachers and i n other government jobs , ' about a 
quarter were self-employed and the balance were employed i n 
such s k i l l e d jobs as mechanics and masons. Of the 2 1 females 
who were a lso involved i n of f - farm a c t i v i t i e s , 71% were i n 
t e x t i l e weaving, 20% in wh i te -co l la r jobs and the balance 
were labourers or self-employed (Table 1 . 5 ) . 

Table 1 . 5 Employment of fami ly members of 
age 14-65 years i n of f- farm a c t i v i t i e s 

Females Males 

A c t i v i t y 

Tex t i l e weaving 
Manual labour 
Trade 
C l e r i c a l work 
Mechanical work 
Teaching 
Masonry 

*0ther k inds of self-employment 
Other k inds of government 

employment 

Tota l 

Number employed i n off- farm' 
a c t i v i t i e s expressed as a 
percentage of the to ta l 46% 

N = 2 1 N - 46 
No. % No. % 

15 71 mm 

1 5 14 30 
- - 5 11 
- - 4 9 
- - 4 9 
3 14 3 7 
- - 3 7 
1 5 7 15 

1 5 6 13 
21 100 46 100 

18% 

Br i ck making, carpentry, sa le of 
firewood, sewing e tc . 
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1.4 Scu/icz o£ Incomz 

The to ta l annual cash income of the 60 households i s shown 
i n Table 1 . 6 . 

Table 1 .6 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the i r 
annual cash income 

N = 60 

Annual income Number of Percentage of 
households households 

Upto 1,000 4 7 
1 ,001 - 2,000 20 33 
2,001 - 3,000 16 27 
3,001 - 5,000 1 3 22 
5,001 - 8,000 5 8 

Over 8,000 2 3 

Tota l 60 100 

I t i s seen from the above Table that 40% of the households 
received an annual cash income of l e s s than Rs 2,000 a year . 

In the case of a l l households included i n the study, income 
from a g r i c u l t u r a l sources contr ibuted subs tan t i a l l y to the 
to ta l cash income. 92% and 46% of the f a m i l i e s respec t i ve ly 
received cash incomes from the sa le of highland produce and 
paddy. The income from paddy was l e s s than the income 
from highland crops. However, i t should be noted that the 
cash income does not inc lude the va lue of the proportion of 
paddy that i s used for home consumption. Fur ther , the extent 
of paddy land operated by the respondents was smaller than 
that of the h ighland. 

Table 1 . 7 D is t r i bu t i on of households by their 
annual income from the sa le of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l produce 
N = 60 

Paddy Highland Tota l sa les 
No. % No. % No. % 

1 1 18 16 27 14 23 
8 13 16 27 15 25 
8 13 15 25 14 23 
1 2 8 13 17 28 

28 46 55 92 60 100 

Income group 

Upto 500 
501 - 1,000 

1 ,001 - 2,000 
Over 2,000 

Tota l 

Looking at the income from sources outside ag r i cu l t u re , i t i s 
seen that those engaged i n wh i te -co l la r jobs - teachers and 
c le r ks had received cash incomes higher than those of persons 
engaged i n other a c t i v i t i e s . Weaving, which was the most 
important s i ng le source of employment for female members, had 
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brought incomes even lower than from manual labour. The 
major i ty involved i n weaving had received incomes l e s s than 
Rs 500 a year , the income from labour ranged between Rs 500 
and Rs 4,000 with the major i ty rece iv ing Rs 1,000 to Rs 2,000 
whi le the wh i te -co l la r jobs y ie lded over Rs 2,000 and some 
even over Rs 4,000. The others ind icated i n Table 1 . 8 are 
s k i l l e d jobs performed only by men. 

7.5 SkWU ?o&6ZM&2d by family Member 
Forty one per cent (41%) of the female members possessed some 
s k i l l s ; the major i ty being i n t e x t i l e weaving. Although i t 
i s seen from Table 1 .9 that 30 members possessed s k i l l s i n 
t e x t i l e weaving, only 15 were employed i n i t (Table 1 . 5 ) . 
The s k i l l s possessed by the female members i n sewing and 
mat weaving had notf'led to employment. 

Table 1 . 9 Spec i f i c s k i l l s possessed by 
j. fami ly members.̂  

! Sk i H i 
Tex t i l e weaving 
Mat weavirig* 
Sewing 
Typing and shorthand 
Carpentry 
Masonry 
Mechanical s k i l l 
Dr iv ing 
Brick-making 
Toddy tapping • 
Trained teacher i n 

t e x t i l e weaving 

Females 
No, % 

.30 
1 3 

4 
1 

61 
27 
8 
2 

Males 
No. 

5 
4 
5 
5 
1 
1 

24 
19 
24 
24 
5 
5 

Tota l 49 100 2 1 100 

Of the 32 respondents who reca l l ed the sources of learning of 
these s k i l l s , the major i ty (78%) sa id that they learnt through 
formal p a r t i c i p a t i o n . These members could have re fer red to 
t e x t i l e weaving which i s usua l l y learnt through formal p a r t i ­
c ipa t ion whi le the res t would have re fer red to mat weaving 
and sewing which are u s u a l l y learnt through informal means. 

7 . 6 Skill* VeAiAzd by family Mmb&u 

Table 1 . 1 0 shows the var ious s k i l l s which the fami ly members 
• expressed the des i re to l ea rn . Of the 37 members who express­

ed des i re to lea rn s k i l l s * 26 were female members. Of them 
35% expressed the wish to. l ea rn hand ic ra f ts , 23% showed 

* i n te res t i n sewing, whi le 15% wished to learn t e x t i l e xreaving. 
1 The primary reason stated by the respondents for acqui r ing 

new s k i l l s was to meet fami ly needs as we l l as to perform 
serv i ces for payment. 



Table 1 .8 D i s t r i b u t i o n of fami ly members by the i r annual 
cash income from non-agr icu l tu ra l sources 

N - 67 

Income Group Weaving Labour Teaching C l e r i c a l Dr iv ing Trade Masonry Mechanics Others Tota l 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. - % No. % No.. % 

Less than Rs 500 

per year 1 1 16 - - - - _ - 1 1 - - - - 1 i 1 1 14 2 1 

Rs 500-1,000 

per year 4 6 3 5 - - • - - . - - - 2 3 2 3 1 I 12 18 

Rs 1,000-2,000 
per year - - 10 15 - - - - t 3 5 7 1 2 l j 6 9 25 37 

Rs 2,000-4,000 . 
per year - - 2 3 3 5 4 6 - - - - - - - - 3 . 5 1 2 1 5 

Above Rs 4,000 3 5 - - - - - - - - _ _ i 1 4 6 



1 1 

Table 1 . 1 0 Spec i f i c skills that fami ly members 
l i ked to learn 

Females, Males 
S k i l l s No. % No. % 

Bat ik p r in t ing 6 23 
Sewing 6 23 
Tex t i l e weaving 4 15 - -
Other handicraf ts 9 35 -
Mechanical s k i l l - - 7 70 
Agr icu l tu re - 3 30 
Others 1 4 -

Tota l 26 100 10 100 

The study revealed that sewing was very popular among females." 
In add i t ion to learning sewing as a s k i l l , the des i re to l ea rn 
sewing was expressed by 90% of them. Th is probably i s much 
weighted by the fac t that 45% of the households pay for t h i s 
s e r v i c e . I t was also revealed that out of the 60 households, 

^ 27 possess the i r own sewing machines. 

J .7 Home. Gardening and Voul&iy 
In sp i te of the fac t that home gardening i s des i rab le both 
economically and n u t r i t i o n a l l y , i t was found that 46% of the 
respondents did not u t i l i s e the i r home gardens for c u l t i ­
va t ion . The study revealed that out of the 60 households, 
59 had enough space to maintain home gardens. The reason why 
about ha l f of the households did not grow the i r own vegetables 
was mainly the lack of t ime, while a very smal l percentage 
re fer red to n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y of seeds and problems of supply­
ing water. About one- f i f t h 'o f the households that d id not 
maintain home gardens expressed no in te res t i n maintaining a 
home garden. Nevertheless, 98% of the households r e a l i s e d the 
p r o f i t a b i l i t y and benef i ts that could be derived from home, 
gardening. 

As for keeping poul t ry the study revealed that only 12 house­
holds ra ised poul t ry . The s i z e of f locks ranged from 2 to 10 
b i r d s . A l l the b i rds were of indigenous breeds and were 
ra i sed as scavengers. The reason given by near ly two-third 
of those who d id not keep poul t ry was that they d id not l i k e 

' poul t ry keeping. Other reasons were l ack of c a p i t a l , i n a b i l i t y 
to obtain ch icks and nets and the lack of space to maintain a 
poul t ry house. The above d iscuss ion shows that there i s 
scope for development of home gardening and s c i e n t i f i c poul t ry 
keeping i n th i s a rea . Although a subs tan t ia l number of r e s ­
pondents had stated that they were not w i l l i n g to keep poul t ry , 
a good number of them may change the i r a t t i tudes on seeing 
the i r neighbours maintaining successfu l poul t ry houses. 
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The fol lowing observations may be made on the bas is of r e s ­
pondents' views on the p o s s i b i l i t y o f -creat ing small sca le i n ­
come generating enterpr ises for r u r a l women, using both 
l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e and transported raw mate r ia l s . 

, With reference to the u t i l i s a t i o n of l o c a l l y ava i l ab le mater ia l 
a l i t t l e over one-third of the respondents stated the p o s s i ­
b i l i t y of s ta r t ing a co i r based indus t ry , mat weaving using 
reeds and rush and making curies and handicraf ts using 'wetake' which 
i s a lso ava i l ab le i n subs tan t ia l quan t i t i es . As for the 
problems associated with these en te rp r i ses , i t was stated 
that marketing d i f f i c u l t i e s were a major problem. A breakdown 
of var ious problems stated by the respondents with regard to 
these enterpr ises i s given i n Table 1 . 1 1 . 

Table 1 . 1 1 Problems associated with income 
generating a c t i v i t i e s with l o c a l l y 

, a v a i l a b l e raw mater ia ls 
N - 25 

Problems No. of % 
respondents 

Marketing d i f f i c u l t i e s x 

Lack of organisat ions to 
provide necessary t ra in ing 

Lack of establ ished working 
places 

Lack of c a p i t a l for i nd i v i dua l s 
to engage i n these a c t i v i t i e s 

Others 

As for the enterpr ises which could b e t created for female 
members using raw mater ia ls transported from outs ide, the 
major i ty of respondents (47%) favoured t ex t i l e weaving. 
Handicraf ts using cane and p l a s t i c cane, beedi industry 
(10%) and cosmetic industry (5%) were among the- enterpr ises 
mentioned by the respondents. I t could be observed that 
the suggested enterpr ises are i n keeping with the s k i l l s 
expressed by the major i ty of respondents. The problems of 
the above mentioned enterpr ises as stated by the respondents, 
were not much d i f ferent from those that were expressed in 
respect of enterpr ises u t i l i s i n g l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e raw 
mate r ia l s , except that the d i f f i c u l t y of obtaining the raw 
mater ia ls was stated as an add i t iona l problem. Marketing of 
prcducts p a r t i c u l a r l y those based on l o c a l l y ava i l ab le raw 
mater ia ls seems to be the major problem af fec t ing these 
en te rp r i ses . 

With regard to the poss ib le enterpr ises that could be estab­
l i shed and expanded i n the area, for groups of females, the 
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64 

24 

12 

8 
12 
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major i ty of the respondents indicated t e x t i l e weaving for 
which the needed raw mater ia ls could be e a s i l y suppl ied. 
Co i r products, mat weaving, beedi indust ry , handicraf ts 
using cane and p l a s t i c cane were a l s o mentioned by the r e s ­
pondents as enterpr ises which could be created for groups of 
females. Of these, co i r industry and mat weaving are of 
greater importance as the needed raw mater ia ls are r e a d i l y 
a v a i l a b l e i n the a rea . 

As for the creat ion of the above mentioned smal l sca le enter­
p r i ses for female members, the major i ty (80%) of respondents 
stated that there was a need for o rgan isa t i ons / i ns t i t u t i ons 
to make ava i l ab le such opportunit ies to them. Th is ind ica tes 
the need for es tab l i sh ing Sta te /pr iva te sector managed smal l 
sca le indus t r ies which could employ r u r a l women i n r u r a l 
a reas . The problems referred to e a r l i e r (Table 1 ^ . 1 1 ) a lso 
supports t h i s view. Such organisat ions should be able to 
handle the marketing of products more e f f e c t i v e l y . 

With regard to the a v a i l a b i l i t y of l oca l o rgan isa t ions , out 
of the 60 households included i n the study, l i t t l e over 50% 
have ind icated their knowledge of the presence of l o c a l 
organisat ions that could provide t ra in ing and other serv ices 
to r u r a l women. These organisat ions are : ( i ) Rura l 
Development Soc ie t ies which provide t ra in ing i n t e x t i l e 
weaving and hand ic ra f ts , and poss ib le supply of raw mate r ia l s , 
( l i ) A p r i vc te weaving centre which provides t ra in ing as 
we l l as employment. In sp i te of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of 
t ra in ing f a c i l i t i e s , only 2% out of the 60 respondents have 
been trained i n t e x t i l e weaving and hand ic ra f ts . Th is i s 
mainly due to the lack of i n i t i a t i v e on the part of the 
members to make use of the se r v i ces . Th is tendency may be 
due to the perceived usefulness of the t ra in ing and could be 
corrected by extension a c t i v i t i e s . 

As for the nature of o rgan isa t ions , desi red by the respon­
dents, 73% of them stated women's organisat ions l i k e 'Manila 
Samithi." and Kulagana Samithi", whi le 41% and 33% of the 
respondents named Rural Development Soc ie t ies and Young 
Farmers' Clubs respec t i ve l y . The ass is tance that these 
organisat ions could provide i s mainly the p rov is ion of t r a i n ­
ing and making a v a i l a b l e raw mater ia ls for smal l sca le home 
based products. P rov is ion of inputs should be coupled with 
the marketing of the product. 



2. STUDY AREA - RAJANGANA 

The study covered 64 households. An equal number of house­
holds was included from each of the 3 t rac ts se lected, 
namely, Rajangana l e f t bank t rac ts 2 and 3 and Rajangana l e f t 
bank t rac t 1 . 

Pejuonat Chviaxtfe/UAticA 

Family Size, Age and Education 

Fami ly s i ze i n the selected sample averaged 4-5 members, a 
f i gu re which i s l i t t l e below the average fami ly s i z e i n the 
r«ural sector. Nearly ha l f of the households had between 
5-7 members, 28% of the households had 2-4 members, whi le 
only 19% had a fami ly s i z e of over 7. Tota l population of 
the 64 households between the age of 14 and 65 was 189. 
Of these 98 weremales and 91 were females. Thus on the 
average each household had 3 members belonging to th i s 
age group. The Table below g ives the breakdown of population 
between the ages of 14 and 65, agewise. Highest proportion 
of the female population (between the ages of 14 and 65) 
f e l l into the age group 21 -30 yea rs , whi le among the males 
t h i s group accounted for 27% of i t s t o t a l . I t i s a lso seen 
from the same Table that 68% of the to ta l female population 
(between the age of 14 and 65) are between 14-30 years of 
age. 

On the whole, the younger age groups are predominant i n the 
three selected t rac ts of the Rajangana scheme, and t h i s i s i n 
keeping with the nat iona l demographic pat terns. 



Table 2 . 1 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of 
the age group 14-65 by the i r age 

N = 189 

Females Males To ta l 
Age group N = 91 N = 98 N = 189 

(years) No. % No. % No. % 

14-20 24 26 29 30 53 28 
2 1 - 3 0 38 42 26 27 64 34 
31-45 25 28 28 29 53 28 
46-65 4 4 15 IS 19 10 
Tota l 91 100 98 100 ;. 189 100 

With reference to the educational l eve l s of fami ly members, 
the present study revealed that 92% of the population 
between 14-65 years of age, have had some formal education. 
Twelve per cent (12%) of the females and 5% of the males 
have had no school ing, whi le only 45% of the to ta l have had 
over 6 years of school ing. I t i s a lso seen from the same 
Table that only 7% of the population between 14-65 years of 
age had an education of ' 0 ' l e v e l and above. . Fur ther , there 
were only 10 students. In the age group 14-20 years . These 
f i gu res supports the view that i n the selected, area, there 
i s a general tendency not to proceed beyond 8 or ? years 
of school ing. 

Table. 2.2 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of 
the age group 14-65 by the i r education 

N = 189 

Level of Females Males Total 
education No. % • No. % No. % 

No schooling 1 1 12 5 5 16 9 
Upto Grade 5 38 42 51 52 89 47 
Grade 6 to ' 0 f l eve l 35 39 36... ' 37 7 1 38 
Passed ' 0 ' l e v e l and 

above 7 8 6 6 1 3 7 
Tota l 91 100 98 100 189 100 

0u)neA6kA.p oi Livestock and Land 

Land Ownership 

Although the selected area i s located i n a co lon isa t ion 
scheme, neither the land ownership nor the extent operated 
shows uniformity among the households. The study revealed 
that 42% of the farmers operated holdings of 1 . 1 - 3 . 0 acres 
while 38% operated holdings between 3 . 1 - 5 . 0 ac res . With 
regard to the lowland, the major i ty (67%) of the respondents 
operated holdings of 1 . 1 - 3 . 0 acres of land. I n general 



the extents of highlands operated by the respondents were 
sma l l . The s i t ua t i on with regard to land operated and land 
owned by the respondents i s given i n Table 2 . 3 . 

Table 2 . 3 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by operable 
land and land ownership 

N = 64 

Upto Over 
1 acre 1 . 1 - -3 .0 3 .1 - 5 . 0 5 acres 

No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Lowland operated 3 5 43 67 1 2 0 0 
Homestead operated 1 2 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other highland • 

operated 37 58 24 38 1 2 0 0 
Tota l operable land 7 11 27 42 24 38 6 9 
Land owned 12 19 27 42 22 34 1 2 

Ownership of Livestock 

I n sp i te of the fac t that ag r i cu l t u re p lays an important r o l e : 

i n the economy of the selected a rea , the study revealed that 
the rear ing of l i ves tock was not done on a wide s c a l e . As 
ind icated l a te r i n the report , none of the households had 
obtained any cash income from l i ves tock . Only 10 households 
(16%) reported the ownership of neat c a t t l e , 4 households 
(6%) reported the ownership of buf fa loes, whi le only 3 
households (5%) reported the ownership of poul t ry . The break­
down of the ownership of l i ves tock i s given i n Table 2 . 4 . 

Table 2.4 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the 
ownership of l i ves tock 

N • 64 

0 
No. of 
house-

1 - 2 
No. of 
house­

holds % holds % 

3-4 
No. of 
house­
holds 

Over 5 
No. of 
house­
holds 

Neat ca t t l e 
Buffaloes 
Goats 
Poul t ry 
P igs 

54 
60 

84 
94 

64 100 
61 95 
64 100 

8 
2 

13 
3 

1 
1 

2 
2 

1 
1 

2 
2 



Vidian OjJ Labour 

Table 2 . 5 g ives the breakdown of the populat ion on the bas i s 
of the d i v i s i o n of labour. The predominance of ag r i cu l tu re 
i n the economy of the Rajangana scheme i s seen from the tab le 
while the to ta l volume of non-farm employment, both f u l l - t ime 
and part- t ime i s not s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Out of the male members, 68% are working on the i r own farms 
on f u l l - t i m e b a s i s , while another 20% work i n the i r own farms 
on part- t ime bas is spending more than one-third of the i r t ime. 
On the other hand, i n the case of female members only 6% are 
engaged i n one 's own farm a c t i v i t i e s on f u l l time b a s i s . 
However, 65% of female fami ly members are engaged i n one's own 
farm a c t i v i t i e s for more than one th i rd of the i r time. An 
equal number of female members reported the i r involvement i n 
household chores on f u l l - t ime b a s i s . I f the number of house­
holds (64) i s taken in to account, the above f i gu res ind ica te 
the need for at l eas t one female member to attend to the 
household chores. 

I t could be concluded that the major i ty of female members 
i n the area are mainly engaged iKuiousehold work. I n 
add i t ion to those engaged f u l l - t i m e i n household work, 24% 
of the female fami ly members stated that they devote more 
than one-third of the time for household work whi le 1 % s ta td 
that they devote l e s s than one-third of the time on such work. 

The study revealed that erooloyraent from off- farm a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s i s not s i g n i f i c a n t i n the selected area. Th is 
could be due to the fac t that s ince t h i s i s a co lon isa t ion 
scheme, almost a l l the farmers have s u f f i c i e n t extents of 
holdings and the major i ty of farmers manage to cu l t i va te 
the i r land using fami ly labour only and as a consequence the 
demand for a g r i c u l t u r a l labour i s l e s s . I t i s a lso seen from 
the same Table that the number of female fami ly members engag­
ed i n off- farm a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s i s higher when com­
pared to male members. 

As fqr , the time spent on non-agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s by the 
fami ly members, the study revealed that 33 fami ly members of 
the age group .14-65 years are engaged i n non-agr i cu l tu ra l 
a c t i v i t i e s ( inc luding schooling) e i ther on f u l l - t i m e or par t -
t ime .bas is . Of these 10 are student. A fur ther breakdown 
showing the d i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of age 14-65 years , 
according to the i r employment i n non-agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s 
i s given i n Table 2.. 7. 
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Table 2 .5 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of the 
age group 14-65 by the a l l oca t i on of 

time for var ious a c t i v i t i e s 
Females N = 91 Males N = 98 

Farm­
ing 

(own 
farm) 

Off-farm Off-farm House- Le isure 
( a g r i ­

cul ture) 
Non-agri . . 

cu l tu re 
( inc luding 
students) 

hold 
work 

time (not 
employed) 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

„ , , . Females 5 6 1 1 4 4 59 65 _ 
Fu l l - t ime , 

Males 
67 68 - 17 17 - - - -

Part - t ime Females 59 65 6 7 3 3 22 24 84 92 
more than Males 20 20 1 1 8 8 4 4 90 92 
173 of time 

Par t - t ime Females 3 3 4 4 - - 1 1 5 6 
l ess than Males 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 6 
1 / 3 of time 

Table 2.6 D i s t r i bu t i on of female members 
according to age and employment 

N - 91 

14-20 

2 1 - 3 5 

Over 
35 

Farm­ Of f - Off- -farm House­ Le isure 
ing farm non--ag r i - hold time 

(own a g r i ­ cu l tu re work (not em 
farm) c u l ­ ( inc luding -p loy ­

ture students) ed) 
No. % No. . % No. % No. % No. % 

Fu l l - t ime 1 4 _ - 4 17 14 58 -Part--time 11 46 2 8 - — 5 21 23 96 

F u l l - •time 2 4 1 2 - . - 34 68 -Part-•time 37 74 6 12 2 4 13 26 50 100 
F u l l - -time 2 12 — — - - 11 65 -
Part-•time 14 82 2 12 1 6 5 29 16 94 

No. of 
respon­
dents i n 
each age 
group 

No. % 

24 

50 

17 

100 

100 

100 

Table 2.6 examines the employment of female members i n r e l a ­
t i on to the i r age. Here too as i n K u l i y a p i t i y a the c o n t r i ­
but ion to farming came mainly from the older fami ly members. 
However, with regard to household a c t i v i t i e s , the f u l l - t i m e 
contr ibut ion of younger members was subs tan t i a l . Th is may be 
due to lack of avenues of employment as wel l as out of school 
educational f a c i l i t i e s . 

• 



Table 2„7 Employment of fami ly members of 
age 14-65 years i n n o n - a g r i c u l - . 

t u ra l a c t i v i t i e s 
(excluding students) 

Females Males Tota l 
N =' 3 N = 20 N = 23 

No. % No. % No. Z 

Sa la r i ed or wh i te -co l la r 
employment . - - 1 5 1 4 

Sk i11ed worker s exclud ing 
t e x t i l e weavers* - - 6 30 6 26 

Non-agr icu l tura l labourers - 9 45 9 39 
Business . . ;f 0-«,. - • - . 3 15 3 13 
Other kinds of sel f -employ­

ment** 3 100. 1 5 4 17 
Tota l 3 100 20 100 100 

* 
Includes carpenters, t a i l o r s , barbers 
and blacksmiths. 

* * 
Includes jaggery making, sewing, mat-
weaving. 

The to ta l number engaged i n non-farm employment (both f u l l -
time and part- t ime) i s not very s i g n i f i c a n t being only 12% 
of the to ta l population of the age group 14-65 years . Non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l labour which accounts for 39% of the to ta l i s 
the most important among the var ious avenues of employment, 
whi le s k i l l e d workers (26%) const i tu te the next la rges t 
category. Only 3 female members reported engaged i n non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l employment. 

As for unemployment among fami l y members of the age group 
14-65 years , the study revea ls that considerable part- t ime 
employment ex is ts i n the selected a rea . As seen i n Table 
2 . 3 almost a l l the fami ly members i n th i s age group reported 
under-employment. Th is i s mainly due to l ack of of f - farm • 
employment a c t i v i t i e s i n the area. 

SOUAC&6 o<5 Income 

Only the sources of cash income of the f am i l i e s were ascer ­
tained through the quest ionnaire survey. For t h i s purpose -
(a) Sale of paddy i n the crop year ; (b) Sale of highland 
produce; (c) Sale of l i ves tock products; and (d) Income 
from of f - farm employment and other sources, were enumerated. 
Table ; 2.8 c l a s s i f i e s the, 64 households according to the i r 
'annual cash income'. The major i ty of the farm f a m i l i e s (26) 
received an annual, cash income of Rs 3,000 to Rs 5,000, whi le 
14 f a m i l i e s received an annual cash income of over Rs 5,000. 
I t i s a lso seen from the same Table that income from a g r i -



cul ture accounts for more than 85% of the to ta l annual cash 
income of p r a c t i c a l l y a l l households. Th i s shows the p re ­
dominance of ag r i cu l tu re i n the economy of the selected area. 
The proport ion of income from a g r i c u l t u r a l sources was 
higher among low income groups. In sp i te of the fac t that 
t h i s i s a co lon isa t ion scheme, inequa l i t y i n income d i s t r i ­
bution i s seen although to a lesser degree. 

Table 2.8 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by thei r 
annual cash rece ip ts 

N = 64 

Annual cash 
rece ip ts 

Upto 500 
501 - 1,000 

1 ,001 - 2,000 
2,001 - 3,000 
3,001 - 5,000 
5,001 - 8,000 

Over 8,000 

Tota l 

As for the income from d i f fe rent a g r i c u l t u r a l en te rpr ises , 
the study revealed that income from paddy was very much 
higher when compared to that from high land, while none of the 
households reported any cash incomes from l i ves tock . Table 
2 .9 shows the composition of a g r i c u l t u r a l income i n which the 
f igures re fer to cash incomes on ly , leav ing out the value 
of a g r i c u l t u r a l produce that i s used for home consumption. 
S ix ty three per cent (63%) of the households derived an 
annual cash income of above Rs 2,000 from paddy, whi le the 
annual cash rece ip ts from highland was only (upto) Rs 500 for 
41% of the households. 

Table 2.9 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the i r 
annual cash income from the sa le of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l produce 
N = 64 

Annual cash Paddy Highland L ivestock Total 
rece ip ts No. % No. % No. No. % 

Upto 500 0 _ 26 41 0 — - 4 6" 
500 - 1,000 8 13 6 9 0 - 3 5 

1 ,001 - 2,000 7 11 1 3 20 0 - 1 1 17 
2,001 - 4,000 28 44 4 6 0 24 38 

Oyer 4,000 12 19 0 - 0 - 22 34 

No. of Percentage , Proport ion from 
households of households a g r i c u l t u r a l 

sources 

4 6 100 
3 5 100 

1 1 17 75 
6 9 100 

26 41 88 
8 1 3 91 
6 9 85 

64 100 88 



The study revealed that thf cash income from sources outside 
ag r i cu l t u re i s not so s i g n i f i c a n t when compared to that from 
a g r i c u l t u r a l sources. Only 18 (28%) households derived any 
cash incomes from off- farm employment. Twenty three (23) 
fami ly members i n these 18 households were engaged i n o f f -
farm a c t i v i t i e s and the i r annual cash incomes are given i n 
Table 2 . 1 0 . 

Looking at sources of income outside ag r i cu l t u re , i t i s seen 
that non-agr i cu l tu ra l labour and s k i l l e d work are the main 
sources of income despi te the fac t that they y i e l d low incomes. 
I t i s a lso seen from the same Table that none of the female 
fami ly members rece ive any cash income from weaving, kn i t t i ng 
e t c . , which are the main sources of employment for them. 
Though three female members reported the i r involvement i n o f f -
farm a c t i v i t i e s (Table 2 . 7 ) , they do not der ive any cash 
income out of i t . I t should a lso be noted that more than 90% 
of the female populat ion of the age 14-65 years reported 
under-employment. The foregoing d iscuss ion ind ica tes that a 
very large proport ion of female members i n the selected 
area i s not adequately employed i n f r u i t f u l income-generating 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

As for the a b i l i t y of the farm fam i l i es to meet day-to-day 
expenses without obtaining loans, 42% of the respondents r e ­
ported the i r i n a b i l i t y to do so, while the remaining 58% 
stated that they could meet the fami ly expenses without 
borrowing. However, those who obtained loans stated that they 
borrowed only upto Rs 500 per annum. Traders and neighbours 
were the main sources of c r e d i t , the former being the most 
important source. 

As for expenditure on food and c lo th ing, the study revealed 
that 83% of the households spend up to 25% of the i r to ta l 
fami ly income on c lo th ing, whi le 66% of the households spend 
over 75% of the i r income on food. 

SkJJUU> ?o&&zA>&Qd by family Memb&u 

The s p e c i f i c s k i l l s possessed by the fami ly members which could 
help i n planning any form of income generating a c t i v i t i e s for 
them were ascer ta ined. With reference to the male populat ion, 
only 3 members reported possessing ce r ta in s p e c i f i c s k i l l s and 
they were - carpentry, motor mechanism and ha i r dress ing. 
However, i n the case of females, 29 members reported possess­
ing s p e c i f i c s k i l l s . As seen i n Table 2 . 1 1 the popular s k i l l s 
possessed by female fami ly members are mat weaving (55%) and 
weaving of bags and other s im i l a r items (41%). Among the 
other s k i l l s possessed by feffiale members were sewing and 
kn i t t i ng , t e x t i l e weaving.and hand ic ra f ts . 



Table 2 . 1 0 D i s t r i b u t i o n of households by the i r annual 
cash income from non-agr i cu l tu ra l sources 

N = 18 
CO 

Annual cash Non-agr i c u l t u r a 1 Sa la r i ed S k i l l e d Other types Trade and Tota l 
income labour / whi te- work of s e l f - other 

To ta l 

co l l a r employment sources 
employment 

No. % No. % No % No. - % No. % No. % 

Upto 500 2 11 - 2 11 2 11 1 6 4 22 
501 - 1,000 1 6 - 1 6 - - - — 2 11 

1,001 - 2,000 2 ' - 2 11 - - 1 6 4 22\ 
2,001 - 4,000 3 17 1 6 1 6 - - 1 6 7 39 
Over 4,000 - - - - 1 6 - - 1 6 

Tota l 8 44 1 6 6 33 3 17 3 17 18 100 
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t 
Table 2 . 1 1 Spec i f i c s k i l l s possessed by 

fami ly members 

S k i l l s 

N - 29 

No. % 

4 24 
• 16 55 

'7 24 
1 3 

12 41 

T e x t i l e weaving 
Mat weaving 
Sewing and kn i t t i ng 
Handieraf t 
Weaving bags and other 

s im i l a r items 

However, on comparing these po ten t ia l s k i l l s with the of f - farm 
employment s i t ua t i on of female fami ly nmnnbefs, i t i s seen • 
that the s k i l l s possessed by them have not been adequately 
u t i l i s e d . . Fur ther , these s k i l l s make no contr ibut ion to the 
fami ly income. Although there i s scope for u t i l i s i n g the s k i l l s 
possessed by the female labour fo rce , i n income generating 
a c t i v i t i e s , la rge sca le employment u t i l i s i n g such s k i l l s may 
create problems i n the l i g h t of the low market potent ia l for 
the end-products. 

Contrary to the expectat ions, 66% stated that they learnt 
these s k i l l s through formal p a r t i c i p a t i o n , whi le 19% reported 
learn ing through informal means. 

As for the in te res t shown by the respondents to l ea rn s p e c i f i c 
s k i l l s , the study revealed that 43 female members expressed 
the des i re to l ea rn s k i l l s . Of these, 88% l i ked to be 
t ra ined i n sewing, 26% i n k n i t t i n g , 19% i n weaving, While 9% 
each wished to be trained i n handicraf t work and mat weaving. 

However, when g iv ing reasons for wanting to l ea rn the above 
mentioned s k i l l s , the major i ty (66%) of the respondents 
stated that they would l i k e to learn those s k i l l s only to 
meet fami ly requirements; whi le only 29% reported sa le or 
employment as add i t iona l reasons. T h i s ind ica tes that a l ­
though a major i ty have learn t that s k i l l s by formal p a r t i c i ­
pa t ion , the purpose of learning had been to s a t i s f y fami ly 
requirements main ly . Female members do not consider these 
s k i l l s (except probably t e x t i l e weaving) as important for 
purposes of employment. They consider these s k i l l s more as 
something female members should be fam i l i a r w i th . 

Further the study revealed that 70% of the respondents d id 
not sew thei r own c lo thes. Of these, 72% paid for sewing of 
the i r c lo thes . Major i ty of the fami ly members expressed 
the i r des i re to be t ra ined i n sewing. Only 9 households 
had the i r own sewing machines. 



Home. Gardening and VovJJxy 

Of the to ta l respondents, 93% were aware of the advantages . 
of home gardening. As for the a v a i l a b i l i t y of land for t h i s 
purpose, 94% of the respondents reported the ownership of a 
p lo t of land for home gardening. Of these 48% were between 
0 . 6 - 1 . 0 ac res , 29% were between 0 . 2 5 - 0 . 5 . a c r e s , whi le another 
12% were between . 1 2 5 - . 2 5 acre i n s i z e . Further, the study 
revealed that the major i ty (92%) of the farm f a m i l i e s i n the 
area produced vegetables for consumption i n the i r home 
gardens. Problems of providing waterand poor qua l i t y of 
s o i l were the main reasons given by those who did not have 
home gardens, for not having a home garden. 

UnljLke home gardening, only 6% of the respondents were en­
gaged i n poul t ry keeping despi te the fac t that i t i s a pro­
f i t a b l e en terpr ise . Th is i s i n contrast to the s i t ua t i on 
found i n Jaf fna where poul t ry keeping was a popular a c t i v i t y . 
Lack of in te res t and d i f f i c u l t y i n buying nets , c h i c k s , 
e t c . , were the main reasons given by the respondents for not 
keeping pou l t ry . Table 2 . 1 2 l i s t s the reasons given by the 
respondents i n d e t a i l . 

Table 2 . 1 2 Reasons for not keeping poul t ry 
N = 59 

Reasons No. of % of 
respondents respondents 

Lack of knowledge and experience 4 7 
Lack of c a p i t a l 8 14 
D i f f i c u l t y i n buying nets , ch icks e t c . 20 34 
Lack of in te res t 20 34 
Crop damage caused by b i rds 12 20 
Lack of time 2 3 
Theft 2 3 

Those who were engaged.in poul t ry keeping adopt the f ree 
range system of rear ing pou l t ry , and 50% of the i r poul t ry are 
of indigenous breeds. Therefore, i t should be noted that 
there i s great scope, for introducing poul t ry keeping on 
s c i e n t i f i c l i n e s . Unl ike i n K u l i y a p i t i y a , none of the r e s ­
pondents expressed the i r unwi l l ingness to adopt poul t ry keep­
ing , although some expressed the i r d i s i n t e r e s t . 

Creation o{, Income. Gmerating 
Activities ion. X-anm Women 

In obtaining the views of the p o s s i b i l i t y of smal l sca le en­
te rp r i ses which could be set up for r u r a l women for the pur­
pose of creat ing income generating a c t i v i t i e s from l o c a l l y 
ava i l ab le raw ma te r i a l s , as we l l as raw ma te r i a l s , which 
could be brought from outs ide, the study revealed that the 
major i ty of the respondents have shown the i r unawareness i n 
t h i s regard and did not respond. 



With reference tc the creat ion of income generating a c t i v i t i e s 
that could be created by using l o c a l l y ava i l ab le raw ma te r i a l s , 
62% of those who responded stated the p o s s i b i l i t y of bags and 
mat weaving using rush ('Pan') as the raw ma te r i a l . Paper 
indus t ry , processing of manioc f l ou r , handicraf ts e t c , were 
a lso stated by the respondents as shown i n Table 2 . 1 3 . 

Table 2 . 1 3 Income generating a c t i v i t i e s that could 
be created using l o c a l l y ava i l ab le raw 

mater ia ls 
N = 18 

Raw mater ia l A c t i v i t y No. of % 
respondents 

Rush ( 'Pan ' ) Bags and mat weaving 13 . 62 
'Kambu' and ' I n d l ' 

Bags and mat weaving 

leaves Bags and mat weaving 2 10 
Straw Paper industry 2 10 
Manioc ; Preparat ion of f lour . ' 2 10 
Wood : , Carpentry " 1 •. 5 
'Kambu' (wood) Handicraf ts 1 5 

As for the respondents views on the problems associated 
with the enterpr ises mentioned above, i t was stated that l ack 
of knowledge and experience was a major problem. Lack of mar­
keting f a c i l i t i e s , and transport d i f f i c u l t i e s were a lso men­
tioned as problems associated with these en te rp r i ses . Most of 
the a c t i v i t i e s indicated were i n accordance with the s k i l l s 
possessed by the fami ly raeu.oers. As the lack of knowledge and 
experience was i den t i f i ed as a major problem, i t i s l i k e l y 
that even the s k i l l s possessed (such as mat weaving) need 
further improvement or refinement i f they are to be used i n 
income generating a c t i v i t i e s . 

With regard to the income generating a c t i v i t i e s using raw mat­
e r i a l s brought from outs ide, the major i ty of the respondents 
suggested t e x t i l e weaving, whi le a few respondents mentioned 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of making bags with cane and manufacturing 
paper with straw. As for the poss ib le problems associated 
with the en te rp r i ses , the major i ty reported lack of knowledge 
and experience whi le a smaller number reported the non­
a v a i l a b i l i t y of a supply ch£.nnel for necessary raw ma te r i a l s . 

From the above d iscuss ions we may a r r i ve at the fol lowing 
conclusions : 

(a) Only a very smal l number of female fami ly members 
interviewed consider the above enterpr ises as 
poss ib le income generating a c t i v i t i e s for them. 



26 

(b) Even those who consider the above enter­
p r i ses important need ass is tance i n the 
form of supply of raw mater ia ls and mar­
ket ing of produce. 

(c) The scope for expansion of cottage type 
of enterpr ises mentioned above (such as 
bags and mat weaving, handicraf t indus­
t r i e s e t c ) . , i s l im i ted due to the 
l i m i t a t i o n of markets. 

(d) The other i ndus t r i es mentioned, such a s , 
paper and f lour industry are usua l l y 
large sca le en te rp r i ses . 

(e) Some of the s k i l l s possessed by and 
desi red to be learn t by fami ly members 
such a s , t e x t i l e weaving, sewing and 
kn i t t i ng have not been considered as 
important by the members for income 
generating a c t i v i t i e s . However, i t 
appears that the greatest po tent ia l for 
income generation l i e s i n tapping these 
s k i l l s and i n generating employment w i th ­
i n ag r i cu l tu re and animal husbandry. 



3. STUDY AREA - JAFFNA 

?ZJU>0¥wUL ChcvuxcteAAAtLcA 

The study included 60 households; 30 each from the two 
selected v i l l a g e s . 

Family Size, Age and Education 

The average s i z e of the households i n the sample was 5-6 
members. The study revealed that out of the 60 households, 
52% had between 5-7 members and 38% had 2-4 members, whi le 
the remaining 10% had a fami ly s i ze of over 7 . 'The younger 
age groups were predominant i n the two selected v i l l a g e s , 
and t h i s was i n keeping with the nat iona l demographic 
pat terns. The to ta l population of the 60 households between 
the ages of 14 to 65 was 184. Of these, 93 were females and 
91 were males. Thus on the average each household had 3 
members of t h i s age group. , 

A fur ther breakdown of age groups i s given i n Table 3 . 1 . I t 
i s seen from t h i s Table tht - the highest proport ion of 
females was i n the age group of 1 4 - 2 0 . On the other hand, 
i n the case of males t h i s age group had the lowest proport ion 
whi le the highest proportion of males belonged to the 2 1 - 3 1 
age group. 

Table 3 . 1 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of the age 
group 14-65 by the i r age 

Age group Females Males To ta l 
(years) No. % No. % No. % 

14-20 33 36 17 19 50 2? 
2 1 - 3 0 22 24 28 31 50 27 
31-45 20 22 23 26 43 24 
46-65 18 19 22 24 40 22 
Tota l 93 100 90 100 183 100 

I n terms of educat ional attainment of the respondents, the 
study revealed that 7% of the females and 3% of the males 
have had no schooling and a l l of them were above 35. years of 
age. I t i s a lso seen from Table 3 .2 that more male members -
have had an education of ' 0 ' l e v e l and above when compared 
to the females. 



Table 3 .2 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of 
the age group 14-65 by the i r education 

Level of Females Males Tota l 
education No. % No. % No. % 

No schooling 6 7 3 3 - 9 5 
Upto Grade 5 37 41 30 35 67 38 
Grade 5 to *0* l eve l 37 41 37 43 74 42 
Passed 'O ' l e ve l and 

74 42 

above 10 11 16 19 26 15-
Tota l 90 100 86 100 116 100 

With regard to the d iv is ion, .o f labour of the fami ly members 
, of the age group 1 4 - 6 5 , Table 3 .3 revea ls that only 2 1 % of 

the male population was engaged f u l l - t i m e i n farming. 

In add i t i on , 10% of the male members are engaged i n a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s i n the i r own farms for more than one-third cf the time 
whi le 25% are engaged for l e s s than one-third of the t ime. Only one 
male gained f u l l - t i m e employment from off- farm a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , whi le 4% of males were employed i n off- farm 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s on a part- t ime b a s i s . On the Other 
hand, almost ha l f of the males were engaged f u l l - t i m e i n o f f -
farm non-agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s , whi le another 17% spent part 
of the i r time on the same. The above information shows the 
importance of off-farm non-agr i cu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s i n p r o v i ­
ding employment to the males i n the selected a rea , whi le 
farming remains as a secondary source i n t h i s regard. 

In determining the d i v i s i o n of labour of the female members, the 
same Table shows that none of the females were engaged i n a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s on a f u l l - t ime b a s i s , whi le only 12% of 
them gained part- t ime employment i n a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s i n 
ones own farm. 

As i n the case of males, female members i n t h i s area a lso g a i n ­
ed employment mainly from non-agr i cu l tu ra l sources. While none 
of the female members gained f u l l - t i m e employment from a g r i ­
cu l t u ra l a c t i v i t i e s , 27% of them were occupied i n non-ag r i cu l ­
t u ra l a c t i v i t i e s on a f u l l - t i m e bas is ( inc luding students as 
w e l l ) . Another 12% of females were occupied i n non-agr icu l tu r ­
a l a c t i v i t i e s on a part- t ime b a s i s . (The number of female 
members engaged i n non-agr i cu l tu ra l employment, i . e . excluding 
students was 1 6 ) . In determining the contr ibut ion of female 
labour to the fami ly farm a c t i v i t i e s , i t was evident that 
the i r pa r t i c i pa t i on i n own farm a c t i v i t i e s was very low. Only 
12% of the female populat ion was engaged i n own farm a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s on a part - t ime b a s i s and t h i s f igure when 
expressed as a percentage of the number of farmers, both f u l l -
time and part- t ime worked out to 22%. 
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In computing the time a l located for household work, 54% of 
the female fami ly members were engaged i n household chores on 
a f u l l - t i m e b a s i s . F i f teen per cent (15%) of the female members 
devoted more than one-third of the time for household work whi le 
16% devoted l e s s than one-third of the time for such work. I f 
the number of households (60) i s taken in to account, the above 
f igures ind ica te that at l eas t one f u l l - t i m e female member i s 
required to attend to the household work. 

As for the unemployment of fami ly members of the age group 14-65 
yea rs , the study revealed that only under-employment existed i n 
the two selected v i l l a g e s . Although 67% of the females and 
65% of the males reported under-employment on the bas i s of the 
proportion of t ime, only one-th i rd of the time was u n u t i l i s e d . 

Table 3 .3 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of the 
age group 14-65 by a l l oca t i on of time 

for var ious a c t i v i t i e s 
Females = 93 Males = 9 1 

Farm­ Off-farm Off- -farm House- Le isure 
ing (agr i ­ non-- a g r i - hold time (not 

(own cul ture) cu l ture work employed) 
farm) ( inc luding 

students) 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Fu l l - t ime 
Females _ 25 27 50 54 

Fu l l - t ime Males 19 21 1 1 45 SO - -
Part - t ime Females 2 2 1 1 8 9 14 15 
more than Males 9 10 3 3 15 17 - - -• -1 / 3 of time 
Part - t ime Females 9 10 - — 3 3 15 16 62 67 
l e s s than Males 23 25 1 1 - - 17 19 59 65 
1 / 3 of time 
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Table 3.4 D i s t r i bu t i on of female members 
accord ing ' to age and employment 

14-20 

21-35 

35 

3.3 

N = 93 

- Farm­ Off- Off- •£arm • House­ Le isure No. of 
ing farm non-- a g r i - hold 1 time respon­

(own a g r i ­ cu l ture work (not em-* dents i n 
farm) c u l ­ ( inc lud ing ployed) each age 

ture students) group 
No. % No. % No. % No. ..No. % ' No. % 

Full-tjL-me 0 0 0 0 21 64-. 1 3 0 0,. , 33 100 
Part- t ime 4 12 0 0 ... 4 12 19 58' 17 52 

33 100 

Fu l l - t ime 0 0 . o . ,0'''J 1 4 23 89 0 0 26 100 
Partr t ime 2 8-' o 0 

.r r : 

3 12. 2 8 22 85. •v / 

Fu l l - t ime 0 0 ,0 0 • 3 9 26 77 0 0 34 100 
Part - t ime 5 15 l 3 4 • 12. 8 24 23 68 

34 100 

I t i s evident from Table 3 .4 that the major i ty of female members 
involved f u l l - t i m e i n household work and home aspects come from 
21-35 and 36-65 age groups. The same Table also, ind ica tes a 
higher l e v e l of part- t ime unemployment among the female members 
i n the age group of 21-35 yea r s . 

TfizMznt Employment Vatt&nn 
o£ family Member 

I t was seen from the above a n a l y s i s that out of the 183 fami ly 
members of ages between 14-65 y e a r s , 96 were engaged i n non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , whi le 6 members worked as a g r i c u l t u r a l : : 
labourers e i ther on f u l l - t ime or part- t ime b a s i s . The former 
category included students as w e l l . The number of students 
was 34 of which 21 were females. With reference to f u l l - t ime 
employment of male members, non-agr i cu l tu ra l employment 
occupied a dominant pos i t ion when compared to a g r i c u l t u r a l 
employment (both own-farm and outside farm) even af ter leaving 
out the students. The number of female members engaged i n o f f -
farm a c t i v i t i e s excluding the students was however s m a l l . 

A breakdown of the employment pattern of fami ly members i s 
given i n Table 3 . 5 . Sa la r i ed or wh i te -co l la r employment 
which accounted for 29% of the to ta l was the most prominent 
employment source followed by non-agr i cu l tu ra l labour (22%) . 
However, only 16 female members (17%) reported engagement i n 
non-agr icu l tu ra l employment. 



Table 3 .5 Employment o : fami ly members c c the age 
^roup 14 C5 i n off- farm a c t i v i t i e s 

(excluding students and those engaged 
i n household work) 

Females Males Tota l 
A c t i v i t y No. % No. % No. % 

Sa la r i ed or wh i te -co l la r 
employment 3 19 1 7 33 20 29 

S k i l l e d work excluding 
t e x t i l e weaving* - - 6 12 6^ 9 

Tex t i l e weaving 2 13 - - 2 3 
A g r i c u l t u r a l labour 1 6 5 10 6 9 
Non-agr icu l tura l labour 3 19 1 2 23 15 22 
Business 2 13 6 12 8 12 
Other k inds of s e l f -

employment** 5 31 6 12 1 1 16 
Tota l 16 100 52 100 68 100 

* 
Masons, goldsmiths, t a i l o r s e t c . 

* * 
Sewing, cadjan weaving, f i sh ing e t c . 

The above d iscuss ions ind ica te that a very la rge proportion of 
female members are not engaged i n income generating a c t i v i t i e s . 
As shown i n Table 3 .5 only 17% of the females are engaged i n 
employment outside ag r i cu l t u re . Even the contr ibut ion to 
farming both wi th in the farm and outside the farm had been very 
s m i l l (Table 3.3) . Only t''o female members .-.'ere engaged i n 
t e x t i l e weaving, i»hi le nona of them were employed i n other 
s k i l l e d work. Fur ther , only one of the two members engaged 
i n t e x t i l e weaving derived an income out of i t . Hence, i t i s . 
c lea r that female members i n the area are not adequately 
employed. The s k i l l s possessed by them are not adequately 
u t i l i s e d e i the r . 

SouAceA o£ Income 

The survey was not designed to co l l ec t de ta i led information on 
fami ly r e c e i p t s . Only the cash incomes from (a) sa le of , 
paddy i n the crop year ; (b) sa le of highland products; (c) s a l e 
of l i ves tock products; (d) income from of f - farm employment were 
enumerated. Farmers were c l a s s i f i e d according to the i r t o ta l 
"annual cash income" (Table 3 .6 ) . I t i s seen from the Table 
that 35% of the households received an annual cash income of 
l e s s than Rs 3,000, whi le 38% of them received an annual cash 
income of Rs 3,000 - Rs 5,000, whi le another 27% received an 
annual cash income of Rs 5,000 and above. These f i gu res 
suggest a high degree of i nequa l i t y i n income d i s t r i b u t i o n . 
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Table 3.6 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the i r 
annual cash rece ip ts 

N = 55 

Annual 
income 

No. of 
households 

Percentage 
of households 

Upto 1,000 
13 1 ,001 - 2,000 7 13 

2 ,001 - 3,000 1 2 ' 22 
3,001 - 5,000 2 1 38 
5,001 - 8,000 14 25 
Over 8,000 . 1 2 

Tota l 55 100 

Only 50% of the households rece ived incomes from a g r i c u l t u r a l 
sources. With regard to the income from d i f fe ren t a g r i c u l ­
t u ra l enterpr ises i t was seen that income from paddy and h igh­
land was smaller when compared to that of l i ves tock . (This 
s i t ua t i on i s d i f fe ren t from that observed i n K u l i y a p i t i y a 
and Rajangana). Fur ther , only three f a m i l i e s had obtained 
cash incomes from paddy. The f igures re fe r to cash incomes 
on ly , leaving out the port ion that i s used for home consump­
t i on . The a v a i l a b i l i t y of land for a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes 
seems to be a l im i t i ng factor which determines the a g r i c u l ­
t u ra l income of households. Th i r t y -e igh t per cent of the 
households reported u n a v a i l a b i l i t y of any land. With regard 
to lowland although 43% operated lowland, 36% of the operated 
holdings were upto one acre . Almost a l l the highlands 
operated were below one acre (refer Table 3 . 1 3 ) . 

Table 3 .7 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the i r 
annual cash income from a g r i c u l t u r a l produce 

N = 32 

Paddy Highland Livestock Tota l 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 

4 is 3 9 
_ — 4 40 7. 26 6 19 
mm — 6 60 10 3? 1 1 34 
3 100 - - 6 22 12 38 

3 100 10 100 27 100 32 100 

Income group 

Upto 500 
501 - 1,000 

1,001 - 2,000 
Over 2,000 

Tota l 

However, the study revealed that the cash income from sources 
outside agr i cu l tu re i s dominant when compared to that from ag­
r i c u l t u r a l sources. I t i s a lso seen that those who are en­
gaged i n government s a l a r i e d employment received cash incomes 
higher than those engaged i n other a c t i v i t i e s . 



Table 3.8 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the i r annual income from 
non-agr i cu l tu ra l sources 

N - 62 

Income group Non-agri­
c u l t u r a l 
labourer 

Sa la r i ed 
or white 

c o l l a r 
employ­
ment 

S k i l l e d work- T e x t i l e Other types Trade and Tota l 
ers excluding weavers 

t e x t i l e 
of self*- other 

employment** sources 
weavers* 

• 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Upto 500 - - - - - - - • •-. - - -
501 - 1,000 6 10. - - - - 1 2 5 8 •L - 1 2 19 

1,001 - 2,000 7 11 - - 3 5 - '• - 1 2 5 8 16 26 

2,001 - 4,000 2 3 1 3 . 21 2 3 - 1 2 7 11 25 40 

Over 4,000 - - 7 11 1 2 :- - 1 2 9 IS 

Tota l 15 23 20 32 6 10 l 2 7 12 1 3 21 62 100 

* * 

Goldsmiths, masons, t a i l o r s e t c . 

Sewing,, cad j an weaving, f i s h i n g e t c . 



SkilU PoA&zi&zd by family Membe/u 

S k i l l s possessed by the female labour force are c r u c i a l for 
planning any form of income generating a c t i v i t i e s for them. 
The study revea ls that the s k i l l s s t ructure of female i s domi­
nated by mat weaving (57%) and sewing (52%). Th is i s i n 
contrast to the s i t ua t i on found i n K u l i y a p i t i y a where t ex t i l e 
weaving dominsted but somewhat s im i l a r to Rajangaha. Among 
the other s k i l l s possessed by female fami ly members were 
weaving of cad jan, t e x t i l e weaving and jaggery making. 

Table 3.9 S p e c i f i c s k i l l s possessed by 
fami ly members 

N = 60 v . • 

S k i l l s possessed No. % 

Mat weaving 34 57 
Sewing 3 1 52 
Cadjan weaving 5 8 
Tex t i l e weaving 3 5 
Jaggery making 1 2 

However, s k i l l s possessed by.female members have not contributed 
to the i r employment. Hence, there i s scope for u t i l i s i n g 
the s k i l l s possessed by the female labour force i n income 
generating a c t i v i t i e s . However, the f u l l potent ia l of such 
a c t i v i t y w i l l a l so depend on the market for goods produced under 
such schemes. 

With regard to learn ing of these s k i l l s , of those who possessed 
s k i l l s , 12% reported learn ing through formal p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 23% 
through informal p a r t i c i p a t i o n , whi le 6% through both means. 
S ix ty per cent (60%) of those who possessed s k i l l s d id net r e s ­
pond. The s k i l l s that the female members learn t through formal 
pa r t i c i pa t i on were t e x t i l e weaving and sewing. 

As for the in te res t shown by the respondents to learn s p e c i f i c 
s k i l l s , of the 37 who responded, 28%,were keen to have a t r a i n ­
ing i n sewing, whi le 38% l i ked to be t ra ined i n t ex t i l e weaving. 

The reasons reported by the major i ty of respondents for l e a r n ­
ing these s k i l l s were to meet fami ly requirements, to obtain 
income through sa le of products, and to seek employment. A I - ,•• 
though none of the members reported learn ing s k i l l s so le l y for 
employment/income earning purposes, these s k i l l s possess the 
greatest po tent ia l for income generation i n the fu ture . 
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Otmtion o£ Income Gzmxathnq 
Ac£Lv££LeA &OK Vatun Women 

The income generating a c t i v i t i e s that could be created for 
female members wi th l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e mater ia l as reported by 
the respondents are given i n Table 3 . 1 0 . 

Table 3 . 1 0 Income generating a c t i v i t i e s that could 
be created for female members by using 

l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e raw mater ia ls 
N = 58 

Raw mater ia l A c t i v i t y No. of Percentage of 
respondents respondents 

Coconut leaves Cadjan weaving 9 16 
Coconut f i b r e Making brooms 16 28 

Making brushes 14 24 
Making" ropes 3 5 

Palmyra leaves Mat weaving 54 93 
Basket xreaving 41 71 

The a c t i v i t i e s ind icated by the respondents were i n keeping with 
the s k i l l s possessed by them. As mentioned, the demand for 
the f i n i shed product appears to be the l im i t i ng fac to r . 

Table 3 . 1 1 Income generating a c t i v i t i e s which could 
be created by using raw mater ia ls brought 

from outside 
N = 1 1 

Raw mater ia l A c t i v i t y N r . of Percentage of 
respondents respondents 

Clothe Sewing 10 91 
Yarn T e x t i l e weaving 6 55 

I t i s seen from the Table that only a smal l proport ion of r e s ­
pondents ind icated var ious enterpr ises using raw mater ia ls 
brought from outs ide. These a c t i v i t i e s are i n l i n e with the 
s k i l l s des i red more than those possessed by the respondents 
and usua l l y learnt through formal p a r t i c i p a t i o n . As was men­
tioned e a r l i e r , these s k i l l s posses the greatest po ten t ia l 
for income generation i n the fu ture . 

Home Ga/ude.rUng and PouZ&iy 

F i f t y per cent (50%) of the households owned a p lo t of land 
su i t ab le for home gardening purposes, whi le the r es t d id not 
own any. Th i s presents a s i t ua t i on d i f fe ren t from that of 
R u l i y a p i t i y a where almost a l l households- possessed a p lo t of 
land su i tab le for" home gardening. Of those who owned a p lo t 
of land su i tab le for home gardening, 83% reported u t i l i s i n g 
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i t for production of vegetables for consumption. Almost 
a l l the respondents were aware of the advantages of home 
gardening. 

A v a i l a b i l i t y of land seems to be a l im i t i ng factor for home 
gardening and other forms of ag r i cu l tu re i n the a rea . T h i r t y -
eight per cent (38%) of the households reported n o n - a v a i l ­
a b i l i t y of land for a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes, whi le most of the 
land operated by the households were below 1 ac re . The 
p ic tu re with regard to the operation of land i s given i n 
Table 3 . 1 2 . 

Table 3 . 1 2 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the 
extent of land operated 

N = 58 

Number and percentage of households 
operating land 

Upto ' 1 . 1 - 3 . Q 3 . 1 - 5 . 0 Over 5 
1 acre acres acres acres 

No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Lowland 21 36 3 5 1 2 
Household 6 10 — _ — — — 
Other highland 26 45 - — 1 2 — — 
Tota l operable land 23 40 1 1 19 1 2 1 2 
Land owned 23 40 10 17 1 2 1 2 

Unl ike i n other a reas , a very la rge proportion of households 
(93%) kept pou l t ry . The b i rds were not kept under improved 
systems of management. 

* 



4. STUDY AREA - BEMINIWATTE 

VoAAonal ChaAMzAoAiAticA 
The study included 60 households; 30 each from the selected 
v i l l a g e s . 

Family Size, Age and Education 

The average s i z e of the households was between 6 -7 . Out of 
the 60 households, 17% had 2-4 members, 47% 5-7 members and 
the balance 37% had a membership of 8 and above. The 
average fami ly s i z e i s larger compared to that of other areas 
included i n the study. The to ta l population of the age group 
14-65 i n the selected households was 2 8 1 ; of these 145 were 
females and 136 were males. Thus on the average each house­
hold had 4-5 members which was again higher compared to that 
of other areas where the number was 3 or l e s s . 

A c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of fami ly members into d i f fe ren t age groups i s 
presented i n Table 4 . 1 . The proport ion of males i n the 46-65 
years age group was higher compared to the proportion of 
females i n that group. A l t e rna t i ve l y the 31-45 years age group 
contained a higher proportion of females. 

Table 4 . 1 D is t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of the age 
group 14-65 by the i r age 

Age group Females- Males Tota l 
(years) No. % No. % No. % 

14-20 47 32 41 30 88 31 
2 1 - 3 0 40 28 37 2? 77 27 
31-45 35 24 25 18 60 21 
46-65 23 16 33 24 56 20 
Tota l 145 100 136 100 281 100 

As shown i n Table 4 . 2 , 12% of the female members and 7% of 
the male members have had no school ing. A very large propor­
t ion of both females and males had an education of Grade .6 to 
' 0 ' l e v e l . Th is could be pa r t l y due to the high proportion 
of members between 14-20 years of age. However, t h i s s i t ua t i on 
presents a p ic tu re d i f fe ren t from that of other areas where 
the group which had had an education of Grade 5 and below.was 
f a i r l y l a rge . I n other words, a higher educat ional attainment 
was found i n th i s a rea . 
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Table 4 .2 D is t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of 
the age group 14-65 by the i r education 

N = 281 

Level of Females Males Tota l 
education No. % No. % No. % 

No schooling 18 12 9 7 27 10 
Upto Grade 5 24 17 26 19 50 18 
Grade 6 to '0* l e v e l 81 56 77 57 158 56 
Passed ' 0 ' l e v e l and 

46 16 above 22 15 24 18 46 16 

Tota l 145 100 136 100 281 100 

Land Ownership 

The s i t ua t i on with regard to ownership and operation of land 
by the respondents i s presented i n Table 4 . 3 . Although 56 
of the households operated land , only 20 households reported 
ownership. Considering only the lowlands and h igh lands, : 

leaving out the homesteads, i t i s seen that only 22 and 1 2 
households operated lowland and highland respec t i ve l y . The 
major i ty of holdings operated were l e s s than one acre i n 
extent. 

Table 4,3 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by land 
operated and owned 

N = 60 

Upto 1 . 1 - -3 .0 3 . 1 - •5.0 Over 5 
1 acre acres acres acres 

.1 No. 
i 

% " No. % No. % No. % 

Lowland operated 17 28 5 8 - - -
Homestead opera­

ted 52 87 • 3 5 mm 

Other highland ti 

operated 7 12 1 2 3 5 1 2 
Tota l operated f 

land 41 68 1 1 18 2 3 3 5 
Land owned 17 28 3 5 — mm. 

4.2 ViviAAjon ofa Labou/i 

With regard to d i v i s i o n of labour, i t i s seen from the Table 
. that only 13% of the male members are engaged i n agr i cu l tu re on 

a f u l l - t i m e b a s i s , whi le 56% ind icated involvement of a g r i c u l ­
ture on. a part- t ime b a s i s . I t i s seen.that the contr ibut ion.of 
female members was on a part- t ime b a s i s . F i f t y one. per cent 

".' (51%) of the female members reported the i r engagement i n . farm­
ing . Off-farm a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s were not an important 
avenue of employment for both male and female members. 
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Table 4.4 D i s t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of the 
age group 14-65 by a l l oca t i on of time 

for var ious a c t i v i t i e s 
Females - N = 145 Males - N = 136 

Farm­ Off- -farm Off- -farm House­ Le isure 
ing ( a g r i ­ Non-agr i - hold time (not 

(own cul ture) cu l ture work employed) 
farm) ( inc lud ing 

employed) 

school ing) 
No . % No. % No. % No % No. . % 

Fu l l - t ime F e m a l e s 1 1 - - 15 10 35 24 _ 
Males 17 13 2 2 45 33 — - 1 1 

Part - t ime Females 34 23 - — 24 17 66 46 28 19 
more than Males 38 28 1 1 8 46 34 1 1 8 28 21 
1 / 3 of time 

Part - t ime Females 43 30 2 2 5 3 25 17 78 54 
l e s s than Males 38 28 2 2 7 5 22 16 67 49 
1 / 3 of time 

With regard to the involvement of female members i n household 
chores, un l i ke i n other areas only a l i t t l e more than 50% of 
the households had a f u l l - t ime female member engaged i n house­
hold matters. At the same time i t i s seen that each household 
had 1 - 2 part- t ime members engaged i n household matters i n 
addi t ion to the f u l l - t ime members. Th is may be due to the 
fac t that each household has 2 -3 female members who share the 
household work among themselves. As shown i n Table 4 . 4 , the 
proportion of female members engaged both i n agr i cu l tu re and 
non-agr icu l ture on a f u l l - t ime bas is i s sma l l . Thus most 
female members are a v a i l a b l e at homeland they share the house­
hold work. 

Table 4.4 a lso shows a subs tan t ia l a l l o ca t i on of time by male 
members for of f- farm non-agr i cu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s . When the 
time a l located to farming and non-agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s are -
compared, i t i s seen that a larger proportion of members both 
male and female i s engaged f u l l - t i m e i n non-farm a c t i v i t i e s . 

Table 4 .5 examines the a l l o c a t i o n of time by the female members 
of the households according to the d i f fe ren t age groups. I t i s 
a lso seen that about 50% of the female labour force engage 
themselves i n a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s i n the i r own farms on a . 
part- t ime bas is and t h i s contr ibut ion comes from a l l age groups, 
not only from the older members. Th is may be due to the i r 
contr ibut ion i n t ransp lant ing, weeding and harvest ing of paddy 
i r respec t i ve of the age. However, with regard to the per for ­
mance of household work by female members, i t i s seen that i t 
was the older members who were engaged i n such work f u l l - t i m e . 
Only one of the members i n the above 35 years category was 
engaged i n off- farm employment, whi le more of the younger 
members were employed i n t h i s manner. (However, t h i s group 



40 

a l s o inc ludes students) . About 70% of female members i n 
a l l categor ies did only part- t ime work. 

Table 4 .5 D is t r i bu t i on of female members of 
d i f fe ren t age groups according to 

the i r a l l o ca t i on of time for 
var ious a c t i v i t i e s 

14 -20 

2 1 - 3 5 

Over 
35 

4 .3 

Farm­ Off- Off- •farm House­ Le isure No. of 
ing farm non- •ag r i - hold time respon­

(own agr i ­ cu l ture work (not em- dents i n 
farm) c u l ­ ( inc lud ing ployed) each age 

ture students) group 
No. % No. • % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Fu l l - t ime - - - 9 19 2 4 -. - 47 100 
Part- t ime 27 58 — — 2 1 45 31 66 34 72 

47 100 

F u l l - t i m e — - — 5 9 9 16 - - 55 100 
Part- t ime 29 S3 1 2 9 16 40 73 42 76 
F u l l - t i m e 1 2 - - - - 24 56 - 34 100 
Part- t ime 2 1 49 1 2 1 2 20 47 30 70 

VtioAMt Employrmnt PcUt&nn 
oft TarruZy Member 

As was seen from the e a r l i e r a n a l y s i s (Table 4 . 3 ) , of the 381 
members between 14-65 yea rs , 142 are engaged i n off- farm non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , 1 7 1 i n a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s i n 
the i r own farm and 17 i n of f- farm a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 
The former category inc ludes students as w e l l . The number of 
students i s 51 of which 25 are males and 26 are females. 
Even af ter leaving out the students i t i s seen that non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s occupy an important pos i t ion i n the 
employment of fami ly members, 

A breakdown of the of f - farm employment of fami ly members i s 
given i n Table 4 .6 . 
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Table 4.6 Off-farm employment of fami ly members 
of 14-65 

A c t i v i t y 

Sa la r i ed or wh i te -co l la r 
employment 

S k i l l e d workers excluding 
t e x t i l e weaving* 

Tex t i l e weaving 
Ag r i cu l t u ra l labour 
Non-agr icu l tu ra l labour 
Business 
Other k inds of s e l f -

employment** 

Tota l 

* 
Masonry, carpentry, d r i v i n g , sewing. 

* * . . 
Beedi-wrapping, sewing, jaggery making. 

I t i s seen from the Table that whi le 88 (65%) of the male 
members were employed i n off- farm a c t i v i t i e s , only 22 female 
members were engaged i n such work. When a g r i c u l t u r a l and 
non-agr i cu l tu ra l labour are taken together they occupy a 
prominent pos i t ion with regard to employment of male members 
employing c lose to 40% of . the to ta l employed. Sa la r i ed 
and wh i te -co l la r employment and business were the other major 
avenues of employment for male members. With regard to 
employment of female members, t e x t i l e weaving, wh i te -co l la r 
jobs and a g r i c u l t u r a l and non-agr i cu l tu ra l labour were the 
main avenues of employment. * 

SouAces oi Income. 

The survey was not designed to c o l l e c t de ta i led information 
of fami ly incomes. Onlyithe cash incomes from (a) sa le of 
paddy i n the crop year; (b) sa le of highland products; 
(c) sa le of l i ves tock products; (d) income from off- farm 
employment were enumerated. Households were c l a s s i f i e d 
according to the i r t o ta l annual cash'income (Table 4 . 7 ) . 

years of age i n of f- farm 
i e s (excluding students) 

Females Males Tota l 
No. % No. % No. % 

4 18 20 23 24 22 

_ 10 11 10 9 
6 27 - - 6 6 
2 9 1 5 17 1 7 16 
3 14 17 19 20 18 - - 19 22 19 17 

7 32 7 8 14 13 

22 100 88 100 1 1 0 100 



Table 4 .7 D is t r i bu t i on of households by thei r 
annual cash income 

N = 60 

Annual cash No. of Percentage of Proport ion 
rece ip ts households households from a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l 
sources 

% 

Upto . 500- - - — 

500 - 1 , 0 0 0 4 7 28 
1 , 0 0 1 - 2 , 0 0 0 10 17 16 
2 , 0 0 1 - 3 , 0 0 0 9 15 49 
3, (501 - 5 , 0 0 0 25 42 32 
5 , 0 0 1 - 8 ,000 10 17 19 
Over 8 , 0 0 0 2 3 4 

Tota l 60 100 26 

I t i s seen from the Table that 39% of the households received 
an annual cash income of l ess than Rs 3,000 whi le 42% received 
an annual cash income of Rs 3,000 to Rs 5,000. Twenty per 
cent of the households received cash incomes of about 
Rs 5,000. A high degree of i nequa l i t y i n income d i s t r i b u t i o n 
i s seen. 

I t was revealed that the cont r ibut ion of ag r i cu l t u re to the 
to ta l cash earnings of the f a m i l i e s was 26%. The cont r ibu­
t ion of ag r i cu l tu re was highest i n the Rs 2,000 to Rs 5,000 
income groups. I t s contr ibut ion was lower i n the lower 
income groups as we l l as i n the high income groups. I t was 
observed that those rece iv ing higher incomes derived most of 
thei r income from white c o l l a r employment, whi le those r e c e i v ­
ing very low incomes were employed as labourers i n a g r i c u l ­
ture and non-agr i cu l tu ra l work. 

Table 4.8 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the i r 
annual cash income from the sa le of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l produce 
N = 42 

Annual cash Paddy Highland L ivestock To ta l 
income No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Upto 500 1 2 14 33 5 12 1 5 36 
501 - 1,000 3 7 9 21 - - 1 1 26 

1 ,001 - 2,000 - - 10 24 • - - 9 21 
2,001 - 4,000 1 2 4 10 - - 1 17 
Over 4,000 - - - - - - -
When the annual cash incomes from ag r i cu l t u ra l products are 
examined, i t i s seen that highland crops are more important 
both from the point of view of the number of households as 



wel l as from the point of view of the amount of money 
rece ived . Th is i s pa r t l y due to the subsistence nature of 
paddy farming i n the a rea . Although f i v e farmers have r e ­
ceived cash incomes from l i ves tock thei r incomes were below 
Rs 500, ind ica t ing the smal l sca le and undeveloped nature of 
l i ves tock en te rp r i ses . 

A to ta l of 42 households (70% of the to ta l ) had received 
cash incomes from a g r i c u l t u r a l sources. Of them, 36%-had 
received cash incomes of l e s s than Rs 500. However, the study 
revealed that 59 households (99%) received incomes from 
sources other than ag r i cu l tu re . 

As seen i n Table 4 . 9 , the households i n the over Rs 2,000 
categor ies had rece ived these incomes mainly from sa la r i ed or 
white c o l l a r employment and from trade and other s im i l a r 
sources. The cash income from non-agr icu l tu ra l labour was 
lower. A larger proportion of s k i l l e d workers had received 
higher incomes than non-agr icu l tu ra l labourers. The incomes 
received from t e x t i l e weaving which i s exc lus i ve l y a female 
a c t i v i t y had been very low with the major i ty rece iv ing l e s s 
than Rs 500 per cnnum. 

On comparing cash incomes received from non-agr i cu l tu ra l 
sources with that from a g r i c u l t u r a l sources, i t i s seen that 
non-agr i cu l tu ra l sources are more important both, from the point 
of view of the number of farmers rece iv ing cash incomes and 
the amount of money rece ived. 

Skilti Po&AeA&ed by 
famJULy Membe/u 

Table 4 . 1 0 summarises the var ious s k i l l s possessed by fami ly 
members. Very few of the male members have reported the 
s p e c i f i c s k i l l s possessed by them, whi le 50% of the female 
members have reported the var ious s k i l l s possessed by them. 

Table 4 . 1 0 Spec i f i c s k i l l s possessed by 
female fami ly members 

N = 73 

S k i l l s No. % 

T e x t i l e weaving 2 1 29 
Mat weaving 16 22 
Sewing 30 41 
Kni t t ing 17 23 
Cadjan weaving . . 1 1 
Making cur ios and ornaments 8 11 
Preparing sweet meats . . 6 8 
Weaving hats 4 6 
Poul t ry keeping 4 6 
Slower making 2 3 
Reed/rush work 4 6 
Beedi wrapping 3 4 
Bat ik p r in t ing 1 1 



Table 4.9 D i s t r i b u t i o n of households by the i r annual cash income 
from non-agr i cu l tu ra l sources 

N = 57 

Annual cash Non-agr i ­ Sa la r ied or S k i l l e d work­ Tex t i l e Trade and Other types Tota l 
income cu l t u ra l white c o l l a r ers excluding weaving other s i m i - of s e l f em­

labour employment t e x t i l e weaving la r sources ployment 
No. % No. % No. % No-. % No. % No. % No. % 

Upto 500 2 4 - - 1 4 4 7 3 , 5 6 11 4 7 

500 - 1,000 9 16 - -. 3 5 1 2 2 4 1 2 5 9 

1,001 - 2,000 3 5 3 5 5 9 1 2 4 7 5 9 16 28 

2,001 - 4,000 3 5 9 16 1 2 - - 10 18 1 2 20 35 

Over 4,000 - - 6 11 - - - - 2 4 - - 12 21 
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Of the 57 who responded, a very large major i ty (55%) reported 
learn ing these s k i l l s , through fo rma l .pa r t i c ipa t ion . The 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of a wide' range of s k i r l s , and the fac t that l a rge 
proportions of members reported learning these s k i l l s through 
formal pa r t i c i pa t i on suggests t h e h i g h degree of exposure of 
female members to t ra in ing a c t i v i t i e s . 

Table 4 . 1 1 summarises the s k i l l s desired to be learn t by the 
female members. 

Table 4 . 1 1 Spec i f i c s k i l l s desired to be 
learn t by female members . 

N = 71 

S k i l l s : : No. % 

Making.curios and ornaments 2 1 30 
Bat ik p r in t ing 20 28 
Tex t i l e weaving . . 1 8 25 
Sewing 16 23 
Preparing sweet meats 7 10 
Beedi wrapping 5 7 
Kni t t ing 4 ' 6* 
Bee keeping 3 ' 4 
Poul t ry keeping 2 3 
Reed/rush work 2 3 
Others* • 5 7 

* 
Montessori teaching, claywork, 
f lower: making handier af ts.,:. 

4.6 • Home. GaAdtnlng and-PoaiZty ; -, • 

Ninety, two per cent.;,(92%) of the households; had enough-land to 
maintain a home garden. -The d is t r ibut ions .of the households 
according to:the s i ze of the homestead i s given i h Table 4 . 1 2 . 

Table 4 . 1 2 iD i s t r i bu t i on of households: by the 
• < s i ze of the homestead 

. •• • , : N = 55 . 

Extent of homesteads 
(acres) 

No. 

Upto 1 /8 
Above 1 /8 
Above 1/4 
Above 1 / 2 
Above 

1 /4 
1 / 2 
1 
1, 

5 
20 
17 
10 

3 

,9 
36 
31 
18 
5 

Six ty per Cent (60%) of-the households produced vegetables; 
for home consumption. The reason given by a major i ty of 
those who owned land, but did not engage i n home gardening, 
for not maintaining a home garden was the lack of i n te res t 
i n home gardening. However, a l l the respondents were aware 
of the advantages of home gardening. 



With regard to poul t ry keeping, the main reasons for not 
having poul t ry i s summarised i n Table 4 . 1 3 . I t i s seen from 
th i s Table that the l i m i t i n g factors were the n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y 
of c a p i t a l and mater ia l inputs and the l ack of s u f f i c i e n t 
t ra in ing f a c i l i t i e s and not t h e i r d i s l i k e or l ack of 
su f f i c i en t i n te res t . 

Table 4 . 1 3 Reasons for not maintaining poul t ry 
N = 48 

Reasons No. % 

Lack of knowledge and experience 28 58 
Lack o f , c a p i t a l 27 56 
D i f f i c u l t y i i i buying ne ts , 

ch icks e t c . 30 63 
Lack of i n te res t and d i s l i k e 1 5 31 
U n a v a i l a b i l i t y of s u f f i c i e n t 

land 9 19 

Oitatlon o£ INCOME G&mAcutLng 
kcAJbiituiA IJO/T faum WOMEN 

The income generating a c t i v i t i e s that could be created for 
female members with l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e mater ia l as reported 
by respondents are given i n Table 4 . 1 4 . 

The problems associated with the creat ion of income generating 
a c t i v i t i e s using l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e mater ia ls as reported by 
the respondents (Table 4 .14) were the lack of knowledge and 
c a p i t a l . I t i s seen from an e a r l i e r Table (Table 4 . 1 1 ) , that 
a very la rge proportion of respondents expressed the des i re 
to learn these s k i l l s . Lack of marketing sources which i s 
a major factor l im i t i ng the development of cottage indus t r i es 
has not been c i t ed as a major problem by the respondents. 

Table 4 . 1 4 D i s t r i bu t i on of respondents by the 
ind ica t ion of income generating 
a c t i v i t i e s that could be created 
for female members with l o c a l l y 

a v a i l a b l e mater ia l 
N = 60 

Raw mater ia l A c t i v i t y No. of Percentage 
respondents of respon­

dents 

Co i r Making items from co i r 24 40 
Bamboo Making cur ios 20 33 
Eke l Making ekel brooms, 10 17 

Making cur ios 4 7 
Sweet toddy Making jaggery 22 27 
Banana f i b r e Making cur ios 

F ib re i ndus t r i es 
8 13 Making cur ios 

F ib re i ndus t r i es • 2 2 
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Table 4 .14 (contd.) 

Raw mater ia l A c t i v i t y No. of Percentage 
respondents of respon­

dents 

Reed, ("Bata") Making cur ios 7 12 
"Na" f i b r e Making cur ios 5 8 

Weaving hats 4 7 
Coconut leaves Weaving boxes 2 3 
Clay Pottery 2 3 
Coconut s h e l l s Handicraf ts 1 2 
Reed/.Rush Weaving mats 1 2 

The views on income generating a c t i v i t i e s that could be created 
with raw mater ia l brought from outside are presented i n Table 
4 . 1 6 . The problems i den t i f i ed with regard to these enterpr ises 
were the same as mentioned e a r l i e r , except that lack of raw 
mater ia ls was c i ted as an add i t iona l problem. 

Table 4 . 1 5 Income generating a c t i v i t i e s which 
could be created by using raw 
mater ia ls brought from outside 

N = 60 
Raw mater ia l A c t i v i t y No. % 

Beedi tobacco Beedi making 36 60 
Yarn Tex t i l e weaving 33 55 
Wax and dyes Bat ik industry . 19 32 
Reed Making cur ios 13 22 
P l a s t i c cane Making cur ios 9 15 
Cane Making cur ios 3 5 

Making fu rn i tu re 2 3 
Bamboo Making cur ios 4 7 
Coconut s h e l l s Making cur ios 1 2 

The views with regard to poss ib le Income generating a c t i v i t i e s 
for groups of females were a lso obtained and these are 
summarised i n Table 4 . 1 6 . 

Table 4 .16 Income generating a c t i v i t i e s for 
groups of females 

N = 60 

A c t i v i t y No. of Percentage 
respondents of respondents 

T e x t i l e weaving . . 44 ?3 
Making cur ios . . 36 60 
Beedi wrapping . . 20 33 
Bat ik p r in t ing . . 16 27 
Preparat ion of sweet meats 16 27 
Dress-making . . 6 10 
Preparing preserved food 4 7, 
Others . . 8 13 

*co i r indus t ry , cane fu rn i t u re , 
reed/rush work e tc . 



With reference to the ro le of r u r a l organisat ions i n promoting 
and a s s i s t i n g income generating a c t i v i t i e s for farm women the 
respondents have mentioned Young Farmers' C l u b s , Women's 
S o c i e t i e s , Praja Mandala and Rural Development Soc ie t ies as 
organisat ions that could a s s i s t i n these a c t i v i t i e s . The 
s p e c i f i c funct ions desired from these organisat ions are to 
encourage members to engage themselves i n these a c t i v i t i e s , 
p rov is ion of c red i t and prov is ion of t ra in ing . 



5. STUDY AREA - KANDUPALATHA 

Family Size , Age and Education 

The average fami ly s i ze of the two selected v i l l a g e s was 
between 6-8. This i s a high f igure when compared to the average 
fami ly s i z e i n the r u ra l sector of S r i Lanka. Forty one per 
cent (41%) of the households had more than 8 members i n the i r 
f a m i l i e s , 35% had between 5 and 7 , whi le 24% of the households 
had 2-4 members. Of a to ta l of 238 members i n the age group 
of 14-65 years who reported i n the 46 households, 1 1 7 were 
males and 1 2 1 were females. Hence, i t was evident that each 
household had 2 -3 female members i n t h i s age group. A fur ther 
breakdown of the population between the age of 14-65 i s given 
i n Table 5 . 1 . I t i s seen that a large proportion of the 
population (38%) i s i n the age group 21 -30 yea rs . S ix ty f i v e 
per cent (65%) of the female members f a l l in to the 14-30 
age group. 

Table 5 . 1 D is t r i bu t i on of fami ly members of the age 
group 14-65 by the i r age 

Age group Females Males Tota l 
(years) 

14-20 
2 1 - 3 0 
31-45 
46-65 

Tota l 

As for the l eve l of education of the fami ly members, the 
study revealed that near ly 70% of the populat ion of the age 
group 14-65 years have had more than 5 years of school ing. 
Of these, 29% had GCE ' 0 ' l e ve l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . Only 7% of the 
populat ion of the age group 14-65 years have had no formal 
education, whi le 23% have had education upto Grade 5 . The above 
f igures show that the leve l of education of the fami ly members 
i n the selected area i s high when compared to most of the other 
r u r a l areas i n S r i Lanka. With regard to the female fami ly 
members, T a b l e ' 5 . 2 shows that a l i t t l e over one-third of females 
between the age of 14-65 years have had ' 0 ' l e v e l q u a l i f i ­
ca t ions . 

No. % No. % No. % 

31 26 19 16 50 21 
47 39 43 37 90 38 
27 22 30 26 57 24 
16 13 25 21 41 17 

1 2 1 100 1 1 7 100 238 100 



Table 5.2 D i s tr ibut ion of family members of 
the age group ".4-65 by their education 

Level of Females Males Total 
education No. . % No. % No. % 

No schooling 11 9 6 ' 5 17 7 
Upto Grade 5 28 • 23 27 23 55 23 
Grade 6 to '0* leve l 41 34 55 47 96 40 
Passed '0' leve l 

and above 41 34 29 25 70 29 
Total 121 100 117 100 238 100 

Ownetekip o{j Land and Llvtitock 

Land Ownership 

The selected area i s a densely populated region characterised 
by small land holdings. Nearly half of the respondents had 
holdings o f . l e s s than one acre each. . Another 30% of the r e s ­
pondents owned 1.1-3.0 acres of land, while 20% of the respon­
dents had more than 3 acres of land. D i s tr ibut ion of house­
holds by land ownership and operable land i s given in 
Table 5.3. I t is shown from the same Table that only one 
respondent had more than 3 acres of cu l t i vab le paddy land. 
Thirty nine per cent (39%) of the respondents had up to one 
acre holdings of lowland, 24% had between 1.1-3.0 acres , while 
the res t did not operate any paddy land. 

Table 5.3 Dis tr ibut ion of households by operable 
land and land ownership 

N = 46 

Upto 1.1- •3.0 3 . 1 - •5.0 v Over 5 
1 acre acres acres acres 

No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Lowland operated 18 39 11 24 0 0 1 2 
Highland operated 

( including home 
0 0 -stead) 28 61 12 26 4 9 0 0 

Total operable 
6 13 land' 21 46 15 33 3 7 6 13 

Land owned̂  22 48 14 30 3 7 6 . 13 

Ownership of Livestock 

Livestock industry except for c a t t l e husbandry does not play an 
important r o l e in tb,s economy of the selected area. Twenty four 
per cent (24%) of the households reported the ownership of neat 
c a t t l e . Two per cent (2%) of the households reported the owner­
ship of goats , while only 13% were rearing poul try . . None of 
the respondents reported the ownership of buffaloes or p i g s . A 
breakdown of the ownership of l ives tock i s given in Table 5.4. 



Table 5.4 Ownership of l i ves tock by house..-olds 
h = 46 , 

No. 
0 

% 

Number 
1 - 2 

of 

% 

a n i m a l s 
3-4 

No. % 

owned 
5 and above 

No. 0 

Neat ca t t l e 
Buffaloes" 
Goats 
Poul t ry 
P igs 

35 
46 
45 
39 
46 

76 
100 

98 
85 

100 

9 
0 
1 
1 
0 

20 
0 
2 
2 
0 

2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

4 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
5 
0 

0 
0 
0 
11 
0 

I t was intended i n th i s survey to c o l l e c t information on the 
a l l o c a t i o n of time by fami ly members for var ious a c t i v i t i e s and 
Table 5 .5 g ives the breakdown of the population on the bas i s , of 
the d i v i s i o n of labour of the selected households. Agr i cu l tu re 
was not so s i g n i f i c a n t as a source of employment when compared 
to of f- farm work. Only 18% of ths males and 3% of the females 
were engaged i n own-farm work on a f u l l - t i m e b a s i s . However, 
43% of the males and 46% of the females were engaged i n farming 
on part- t ime b a s i s . The important factor wi th regard to the 
own farm employment of female members was that 49% of them 
were engaged i n own farm a c t i v i t i e s on e i ther f u l l - t i m e or pa r t -
time b a s i s . Th i s number when expressed as a percentage of 
farmers, both f u l l - t ime and par t - t ime, works out to 80%. Thus 
i t could be concluded that the contr ibut ion of female members 
to farming i s subs tan t i a l . Fur ther , i r respec t i ve of sex, the 
same Table revea ls the predominance of p a r t - t i t ^ farming i n 
r e l a t i o n to f u l l - t ime farming. 

I t i s a lso seen from the same Table that 5% of the male popu­
l a t i o n between the age group of 14-65 work f u l l - t i m e i n o f f -
farm a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . Table 5.5 further revea ls that -
off- farm non-agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s i s the most important 
s ing le source of employment engaging near ly one-third of the 
male population and near ly one fourth of the females on a f u l l -
time b a s i s . 1 Another 20% of the to ta l work force ( i . e . both 
male and female fami ly members between the age group of 14-65) 
are engaged i n off-farm a c t i v i t i e s on a part- t ime b a s i s . 

I t was seen that only 17% of the female members of the age 
group 14-65 were engaged f u l l - t i m e i n household work. T h i s - i s 
i n contrast with the s i t ua t i on p reva i l i ng i n some of the other 
areas included i n th i s study, where more than 50% of the female 
members are engaged i n household matters on a f u l l - t i m e b a s i s . 
However, 45% and 18% of the female fami ly members stated that 
they devote more than one th i rd of the i r time and l e s s than one 

1 
The category "Off- farm non-agr icu l tu re" a lso 
includes students. 
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third of their time respect ive ly for household a c t i v i t i e s . 
Here too, i t appears that as in Beminiwatte the household work 
i s shared by more than one member. 

Table 5.5 Dis tr ibut ion of family members of the 
age group 14-65 by a l l o c a t i o n of time 

for various a c t i v i t i e s 

Fu l l - t ime 

Part-t ime 
more than 
1/3 of time 

Part-t ime 
less than 
1/3 of time 

Females - N = 121 Males - N = 117 

Farm- Off -farm Off- -farm House- Leisure 
m g (agr i ­ non- - a g r i - hold time (not 

(own culture) culture - work employed) 
farm) (including 

students) 
No . % No. % No. % No. % No. 7. 

Females 4 • 3 4 3 28 23 20 17 0 0 
Males 21 18 6 5 39 32 0 0 a 
Females 23 19 3 3 11 9 54 45 0 0 
Males 35 30 2 2 17 25 28 24 2 2 

Females 33 27 1 1 - 12 10 22 28 . 9 7 
Males • 15 13 1 1. 6 5 31 27 8 7 

Although the fu l l t ime involvement of female family members i n 
household matters i s not so s i g n i f i c a n t , i f both fu l l - t ime 
and part-t ime engagements are taken into account, these f igures 
indicate the need for at l t .ast one female family member to attend 
to the household chores. 

V i t h regard to unemployment among family members, none of the 
females indicated to ta l unemployment. However, 7% of the f e ­
males indicated that they were under-employed. Extent of 
unemployment i s very much less s i g n i f i c a n t when compared to 
other areas. 

Table 5.6 examines the a l loca t ion of time by the female family 
members of the selected households, according to the d i f ferent 
age groups. As for the a l loca t ion of time on own-^farm 
a c t i v i t i e s , the Table shows that none of the female members of 
the age group 14-20 was engaged f u l l - t i m e on own-farm a c t i v i ­
t i e s , while only 5% and 3% of the female family* members in the 
age groups 14-20 and 21-35 respect ive ly reported the ir c o n t r i ­
bution to own farm work on a f u l l - t i m e bas i s . The contribution 
of female members was mainly on a part-t ime bas i s . This may 
be due to the f a c t that the ir contribution i s mostly l imited 
to transplanting, .weeding and harvest ing. 

I t i s a lso seen from the same Table that nearly 23-24% of the 
females in each group were engaged in of f - farm non-agricul tural 
a c t i v i t i e s . The students who account for 4% of the to ta l of 
female family members, are also included in t h i s category. 
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However, a l l of thim belong t o the group of 1 4 - 2 0 , 
hence, the major i ty of f e i i ^ e c , who ga in employment from o f f -
farm a c t i v i t i e s c ^ e from a g e groups of 21 -35 and 36-65. 

With regard to the contr ibut ion of female members to household 
work, i t was evident that the major i ty who were involved f u l l -
time came from the older age groups. There was no marked 
v a r i a t i o n among the groups with reference to off-farm a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

\ 
Table 5-6 D i s t r i bu t i on of female members f 

according tb age and employment 
N = 1 2 1 

14-20 

2 1 - 3 5 

Over 
35-

Farm­ Off- Off- -farm House- Le isure No. of 
ing farm non-- a g r i - hold time respon­

(own a g r i ­ cu l ture work (not em- dents i n 
f aim) c u l ­ ( inc luding ployed) each age 

ture students) group 
No. No. % No. % No. % No;' ' % No. % 

F u l l - •time 0 0 2 7 7 23 2 7 0 •0 inn 
Par t -•time 15 48 0 0 3 10 21 68 3 10 J l -LOU 

F u l l - •time 3 c •' 1 2 2.3 8 14 0 0. 56 100 
Part -•time 2C 50 2 . 4 v. 30 3S 70 4 ' 7 
F u l l - •time 1 3 2 6 a 24 10 29 0 0 34 100 
Part -•time 13 38 2 6 6- 18 2 1 62 . 2 6 

5.4 ? > L Z 6 m t Employir.e.i'ti YoXZoAn, 
o£ Family tiembcAA 

I t was seen that 109 fami ly members of Lhe age group of 14-65 
years were engaged i n non-agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s . Th is ca te ­
gory includes students as w e l l . The to ta l number of students 

. i n t h i s age group i s 1 2 , of which 7 are males. A breakdown of 
the off- farm employment of fami ly members (excluding students) 
i s given i n Table 5 . 7 . I t i s snen that un l i ke i n other areas 
a substant ia l proportion of both male and female work force 
i s employed i n non-farm a c t i v i t i e s . 

Table 5.7 Employment of fami ly members of 
14-65 i n off- farm a c t i v i t i e s 

(excluding students) 

A c t i v i t y Females Males Tota l 
m No. % .To. % No. % 

Sa la r ied or wh i te-co l la r 
ft employment 1 1 28 7 12 18 19 

S k i l l e d workers excluding 
t e x t i l e weaving* 0 0 16 28- 16 17 

Tex t i l e weaving 4 1 0 0 0 4 4 



Table 5.7 (contd.) 

A c t i v i t y Females 
No. % 

Males T 
No. % No 

Tota l 
to. % 

A g r i c u l t u r a l labourer 
Non-agr icu l tura l labourer 
Business 
Other k inds of self-employment** 

9 
4 
5 
7 

23 
1.0" 
13 
18 

9 16 
5 9 

18 32 
2 4 

18 
9 

23 
9 

19 
9 
24 
9 

Tota l 40 100 57 100 97 200 

* 
** 

Blacksmiths, masons, carpenters e t c . 

Sewing, kn i t t ing e tc . 

Sa la r ied or wh i te -co l la r employment was the most important 
s ing le source of employment for female fami ly members. Twenty 
eight per cent (28%) of the . to ta l female fami ly members 
between the age of 14-65 were engaged i n wh i te -co l la r employ­
ment, whi le the respect ive f igure for males was only 1 2 % . 
Twenty three per cent (23%) of the female fami ly members and 
16% of the males were employed as a g r i c u l t u r a l labourers. , 
The Table a lso revea ls that the major i ty of the males (32%) 
gained employment from var ious business a c t i v i t i e s , whi le 
28% of them were s k i l l e d workers. Only 10% of the females 
were engaged i n t e x t i l e weaving, though i t i s genera l ly 
accepted that t e x t i l e weaving i s a better source of employment 
for women. However, 18% of the female fami ly members of the 
age group of 14-65 yea rs , were self-employed and were engaged 
i n sewing and k n i t t i n g . . 

SOUACZ oi Income 

I t was not intended to c o l l e c t deta i led information on fami ly . 
income and only the sources and the amounts of cash income of 
the selected f a m i l i e s were ascerta ined through the quest ionnaire 
survey. For th i s purpose - (a) sale of paddy i n ' the crop year; 
(b) sa le of highland produce i n the crop year ; (c) sa le of 
l i ves tock produce; (d) income from off- farm employment and 
other sources were enumerated. A breakdown of farm f a m i l i e s 
according to their to ta l annual "cash income" i s g iven i n 
Table 5 .8 . 



Table 5.8 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the i r 
annual cash income 

N = 46 

Annual cash 
income 

No. of 
households 

Percentage of Proportion from 
households a g r i c u l t u r a l 

sources 

Upto 
500 

1 ,001 
2,001 
3,001 
5,001 
Over 

1,000 
2,000 
3,000 
5,000 
8,000 
8,000 

500 2 
0 
5 
6 

10 
13 
10 

4 
0 
11 
13 
22 
28 
22 

0 
0 
66 
23 
43 
50 
30 

Tota l 46 100 38 

Despite the fac t that the d i s p a r i t y i n income d i s t r i b u t i o n i s 
seen to a large extent, i t i s seen from the above Table that 
the major i ty of females were gett ing r e l a t i v e l y high cash 
incomes. For ins tance, 50% of the f a m i l i e s rece ive an annual 
cash income of over Rs 5,000. Further, 72% of the to ta l 
f a m i l i e s rece ive an average annual income of over Rs 3,000. 
On the other hand, only 15% of the f am i l i es received l e s s than 
Rs 2,000 per' annum. 

The Table does not show a re la t ionsh ip between the to ta l income 
and i t s proportion from a g r i c u l t u r a l sources. However, i t was 
revealed that the contr ibut ion of agr i cu l tu re of the to ta l cash 
income of t he ' f am i l i es was l e s s than 50% i n most cases. I t s 
contr ibut ion was lower i n the lower income groups as we l l as 
i n high income groups. Th is may be due to the f ac t that those 
rece iv ing higher incomes derived most of thei r income from 
sa la r i ed employment, whi le on the other hand those rece iv ing 
very low incomes were land less and derived thei r incomes from 
other sources l i k e a g r i c u l t u r a l labour. 

When the annual cash incomes from a g r i c u l t u r a l products are 
examined, i t was seen that the income from paddy was smaller 
when compared with the income from highland crops. Th i s 
d i f ference was much s i g n i f i c a n t among the farmers rece iv ing 
a to ta l cash income of l e s s than Rs 2,000 per annum which 
ind ica tes the subsistant nature of paddy farming among low 
income groups. I t i s l i k e l y that i n the case of low income 
groups, most of the production i s consumed at home. Table 5.9 
g ives a breakdown of the cash incomes from var ious a g r i c u l t u r a l 

sources. 



l ab le 5.9 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by their 
annual cash income from the sa le of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l produce 
N = 26 

Annual cash Paddy Highland L ivestock Tota l 
income No % No. % No. % No. % 

Upto , 500 1 4 1 4 0 0 2 8 
501 - 1,000 0 0 5 19 0 0 3 12 

1,001 - 2,000 4 • IS 8 31 0 0 5 19 
2,001 - 4,000 6 23 7 27 0 0 7 27 
Over 4,000 2 8 • o 12 . ' 0 0 9 35 

In sp i te of the fac t that Kandupalatha a rea , being located i n 
the mid-country wet zone, i s i dea l for p ro f i tab le rear ing of 
improved c a t t i e breeds, the study revealed that none of the 
farmers received any cash income from da i r y i ng . Fur ther , none 
of the households received any cash income by keeping poul t ry , 
p igs or goats. 

A to ta l of 26 households (56% of the to ta l ) had received cash 
incomes, from ag r i cu l t u ra l sources. Of these, 61% had received 
cash incomes of more than Rs 2,000 per year . Th is i s i n 
contrast with the s i t ua t i on p reva i l i ng i n other areas studied. 
Fur ther , the study revealed that 85% of the households received 
incomes from sources other than a g r i c u l t u r e . 

Table 5 . 1 0 g ives the annual cash incomes of the fami ly members 
who were engaged i n off-fartr a c t i v i t i e s . S k i l l e d workers 
(excluding t ex t i l e weavers) and sa la r i ed or wh i te -co l la r 
employees- were rece iv ing higher incomes. Sewing, kn i t t i ng 
and other types of self-enployment could a lso be considered 
as important sources of income despi te the fac t that some farm 
Womai received low incomes. Only 4 females were engaged i n 
t e x t i l e weaving and they too were drawing l e s s than Rs 2,000 
per annum. S ign i f i can t contr ibut ion of trade and other sources 
to the of f- farm cash incomes i s a lso seen from the same Table. 

With regard to the degree of indebtedness among the f am i l i e s 
se lec ted, bhe study revealed that 83% of the households were 
able to meet day-to-day expenses without obtaining loans and 
th is i s a sa t i s fac to ry s i t ua t i on compared to that of the other 
areas included i n th i s study. As for the annual expenditure 
on food, 63% and 35% of the respondents stated that they spent 
between 50%-75% and over 75% of the to ta l annual incomes 
respec t i ve ly on food. The study also revealed that annual 
expenditure on c lo th ing was l ess than 25% of the to ta l cash 
income for a l l the households. 



Table 5 . 1 0 D i s t r i bu t i on of households by the i r annual cash rece ip ts 
from non-agr icu l tu ra l sources 

N = 47 

Annual cash 
income 

Non-agr i - Salar ied > or 
c u l t u r a l wh i te-co l la r 

labour employment 

S k i l l e d work­
ers excluding 

t e x t i l e weaving 

Tex t i l e 
weaving 

Other types 
of s e l f em­

ployment 

Trade and 
other 

sources 

Tota l 

No. % No. % No. i No. % No. % No. % No. % 

Upto 500 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 7 3 7 6 13 

501 - 1,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 2 2 . 4 4 9 

1,001 - 2 , 0 0 0 2 4 0 . 0 2 4 3 7 0 0 1 2 8 17 

2,001 - 4,000 1 2 1 2 8 17 0 0 2 4 2 4 14 30 
Over 4,000 0 ' 0 6 13 3 7 0 0 1 2 5 11 15 33 



SkilU Po44e44ed by the. 
family Memb&u 

Table 5 . 1 1 summarises the var ious s k i l l s possessed by fami ly 
members. Of the 41 members who reported the s p e c i f i c s k i l l s 
possessed by them, 3 1 were females. The major i ty of them 
(52%) possessed s k i l l s i n sewing. But the e a r l i e r ana l ys i s 
indicated that only a few of them were g a i n f u l l y employed 
i n sewing. 

Table 5 . 1 1 a lso shows that some female fami ly members possessed 
s k i l l s i n kn i t t i ng and t e x t i l e weaving. 

Table 5 . 1 1 Spec i f i c s k i l l s possessed by 
fami ly members 

S k i l l s Females 
N = 31 

No. °/ 

Males 
N = 10 
No. % 

T e x t i l e weaving . . 7 23 
Mat weaving . . 2 7 
Sewing . . 16 ^2 
Kni t t ing . . 8 26 
Cad Jan.,Weaving . . 3 10 
Cookery . • 2 7 
Reed/Rush Work . . 4 13 
Carpentry . . . ~ 
Timber sawing . . -
Industry wi th coconut f i b r e 
Coconut leaf work . . s ~ 
Art . . 1 3 

1 
6 
1 
1 
1 

10 
60 
10 
10 
10 

Although 31 female fami ly members of the selected two v i l l a g e s 
possessed s p e c i f i c s k i l l s , i t should be noted that only 1 1 of 
them had (7 were engaged i n sewing and kn i t t i ng and 4 i n t e x t i l e 
weaving) made use of the s k i l l s i n seeking employment. 

With regard to the way of learn ing these s k i l l s , 2 1 % stated that 
they learn t these s k i l l s through formal pa r t i c i pa t i on and 2 1 % 
through informal p a r t i c i p a t i o n , whi le the remaining 58% of the 
respondents reported they learned these s k i l l s through both means 

As for the in te res t shown by the female fami ly memberSnto 
learn s p e c i f i c s k i l l s , the major i ty were keen to have t ra in ing 
i n animal husbandry. At present none of the households earns 
any cash income from animal husbandry. The other area* i n 
which the female fami ly members l i k e d to be t ra ined were ba t i k 
p r in t ing , sewing, cottage indus t r ies and k n i t t i n g . 



Table 5 . 1 2 Spec i f i c s k i l l s that respondents 
l i ked to learn 

N = 26 

S k i l l s No. % 

Animal husbandry 14 54 
Bat ik p r in t ing . . 5 19 
Sewing . . 3 12 
Kni t t ing 1 4 
Cottage indus t r ies . . 3 12 

When g iv ing reasons for wanting to lea rn the above mentioned 
s k i l l s , a l l the respondents stated that they wished not .only 
to ( meet fami ly requirements but s e l l the produce as w e l l . 

Further the study revealed that 67% of the households had 
their'bwri"sewing machines and 76% of the respondents stated 
that they sew the i r own c lo thes . The remaining 24% pay for 
sewing the i r c lo thes . 

Home Gcuidzn and VovJUxy 

With reference to the awareness of the advantages of home 
gardening, the study revealed that 30% of the respondents 
were not convinced of the usefulness of home gardening. As for 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y of land for t h i s purpose, almost a l l the 
households reported the ownership of a p lot of land for home 
gardening. Of these 41% had between 0 .126 -0 .25 acres and 
2 2 " up to 0 . 1 2 5 ac res ; Fur ther , i t was seen that 88% of the 
farm f am i l i e s i n the area produce vegetables for home needs 
i n the i r home gardens. The respondents who d id not have 
home gardens could not mention any v a l i d reasons for not having 
a home garden. 

Only 10% of the households reported keeping pou l t ry . . Of these 
60% had indigenous breeds. The balance who are engaged i n 
poultry keeping adopted the "deep l i t t e r " system which i s 
considered to be an improved system of management. The reasons 
for not keeping poul t ry i s given i n Table 5 . 1 3 . . ' 

Table 5 . 1 3 Reasons for not keeping poul t ry 
: ' '• N = 41 

Reasons No. % 

Lack of space 12 29 
Lack of c a p i t a l 1 1 27 
D i f f i c u l t y i n buying nets , chicks e tc . 2 5 
Lack of in te res t and unwi l l ingness to 

keep poul t ry 19 46 
Lack of time 2 5 



Lack of in te res t and unwi l l ingness to keep poul t ry were the 
main reasons given by the respondents for not keeping 
poul t ry . However, there i s scope for expanding poul t ry 
keeping as an income generating a c t i v i t y for female members 
by providing c a p i t a l , mater ia l and t ra in ing requirements. 

Respondents Viem on the. Oieation 
o^ Income. Generating Activities 

In obtaining respondents' views on the p o s s i b i l i t y of small 
sca le enterpr ises which could be created for r u r a l women 
for the purpose of creat ing income generating a c t i v i t i e s 
from l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e raw ma te r i a l s , the study revealed 
that the major i ty of the respondents (61%) viewed the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of bags, hats and mat weaving, using of "Pan" 
(ru^sh) coconut leaves and other such i tems. Coi r products 
and beedi wrappings were a lso stated by the respondents as 
shown i n Table 5 . 1 4 . 

Table 5 .14 Income generating a c t i v i t i e s that could 
created by using l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e raw 

mater ia ls 
N = 46 

Raw A c t i v i t y No. of % 
mater ia ls respondents 

"Pan" Weaving mats, bags, hats etc . 28 61 
"Pan" Handicraf ts 2 4 
Coir Making brushes and other co i r 

products 6 13 
Clay Br i ck making 1 2 
Tobacco Beedi wrapping 1 2 
Coconut leaves Boxes and handicraf ts 2 4 

Lack of knowledge and experiencej lack of marketing f a c i l i t i e s , 
were stated by the major i ty of the respondents, as problems 
associated with the creat ion of income generating a c t i v i t i e s 
using locrliy ava i l ab le raw mate r ia l s . 

Respondents' views on income generating a c t i v i t i e s that could 
be created with raw mater ia ls brought from outside are given 
i n Table 5 . 1 5 . 
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Table 5 . 1 5 Income generating a c t i v i t i e s that 
could be created by using raw mater ia ls 

brought from outside 
N = 46 

Raw mater ia ls • . A c t i v i t y No. % 

Cloth and bat ik dye Bat ik indus t r ies 8 17 
Yarn Tex t i l e weaving 15 33 
Cane Making fu rn i tu re 

and bags i i 24 
Tobacco Beedi wrapping 4 9 
P l a s t i c cane P l a s t i c bags 7 .15 
" P a n " , lea ther , co i r Products based on 

these raw mater ia ls 5 . ' 11 

The problems associated with these enterpr ises were s i m i l a r 
to those associated with enterpr ises using l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e 
mater ia l except that d i f f i c u l t i e s of obtaining raw mater ia ls 
was mentioned as an add i t iona l problem. However, lack of 
knowledge and experience was given more weightage than 
d i f f i c u l t i e s i n marketing i n regard to the second category of 
en te rp r i ses . 

Role. o£ KU/LOZ OM.ganii,atlon& in Rotation: 

to the. Income. GweAating ActiviM.&t> 

An attempt was made to obtain respondents views on the ro le 
of r u r a l organisat ions with regard to the creat ion of income 
generating a c t i v i t i e s for female fami ly members. As for the 
presence of r u r a l organisat ions which provide t ra in ing and 
other. 'services to female members, with regard to any form of 
income,, generating a c t i v i t i e s , 76% of the respondents; ind ica ted 
the awareness of such organ isat ions. Th i s i s . in..contrast wi th 
the s i t ua t i on found i n other areas surveyed. 

Most of the serv ices and t ra in ing were provided by the "Manila 
Samithi". The t ra in ing imparted by such organisat ions was 
mainly on farming, cottage i ndus t r i es , sewing, kn i t t i ng and 
cookery. 

A l l . t h e respondents reported the need of r u r a l organisat ions i n 
creat ing income generating a c t i v i t i e s for r u r a l women. The 

.major i ty of men recognised the need to es tab l i sh women's 
organisat ions to f a c i l i t a t e farm women to engage i n income 
generating a c t i v i t i e s . 



6. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSIONS 

I t was f e l t that a comparative" study would be re levant and 
usefu l i n examining the i n te r -a rea s i m i l a r i t i e s and d i s ­
s i m i l a r i t i e s and i n iden t i f y ing the s a l i e n t features that / 
would be usefu l i n formulating income generating a c t i v i t i e s 
for r u r a l farm women. I i i the survey some information with 
regard1 to male populat ion was a lso co l lec ted i n order to 
compate the employment a c t i v i t i e s of male and female members 
of farm f a m i l i e s . However, t h i s information was not u t i l i s e d 
i n the comparative a n a l y s i s . 

VeAional CharacXe/Ustlcs 

family Slzz 

The fami ly s i z e i n the samples selected from Ja f fna and 
K u l i y a p i t i y a averaged 5-6 members, a f i gu re which i s compara­
b le with the average fami ly s i ze i n the r u r a l sector. The 
average s i ze of the households i n Kandupalatha and 
Beminiwatte was 7 , whi le i n Rajangana i t was 4-5 members. 
The number of female fami ly members of the age group 14-65 
i n the selected households averaged to 2 i n K u l i y a p i t i y a , 
1 - 2 i n Jaf fna and Rajangana and 2 -3 i n Kandupalatha and 
Beminiwatte. THUS THE NUMBER OF FEKALE MEMBERS OF THE AGE 
GROUP 14-65 WAS HIGHER IN BEMINIWATTE, KANDUPALATHA AND 
KULIYAPITIYA WHEN COMPARED TO THE OTHER TWO AREAS. -

The d i s t r i bu t i on of female fami ly members by age, w i th in 
the age group 14-65 i s . g i v e n i n Table 6 . 1 . In a l l a reas , the 
46-65 age group comprised the lowest proport ion of the female 
populat ion. I t i s seen from the Table that the la rgest 
proportion of the female population i n Rajangana and Kandu­
palatha was i n the age group of 2 1 - 3 0 years , while i n the 
other areas the 14 -20 age group comprised the highest pro­
port ion of female members. From the f igures presented i n 
the Table i t could be general ised that around 60% of the 
female labour force i n a l l areas are between 14-30 years of 
age. 
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Table 6 . 1 Percentage d i s t r i bu t i on of female 
* fami ly members of age 14-65 by thei r age 

Age ., K u l i y a p i ­ - Jaf fna Rajangana Kandupa­ Bemini­
group t i y a - l a tha watte 

14-20 29 36 26 26 32 
2 1 - 3 0 26 24 42 39 28 
31-45 30 22 28 22 24 
46-65 15 19 4 1 3 16 
Tota l 100 100 100 100 100 

Education 

Educational l e v e l i s an important considerat ion i n formu­
la t i ng income generating a c t i v i t i e s for r u r a l farm women 
i n a pa r t i cu la r area. The study revealed that the l e v e l 
of education of the female population between the ages of 
14-65 i n Rajangana i s low when compared to the other four 
areas . IF THE AREAS ARE ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THE PERCENTAGE 
OF FEMALES OF THE/sGE GROUP 14 -65 , WITH AT LEAST 5 YEARS OF 
SCHOOLING, BEMINIWATTE COMES FIRST (71%) FOLLOWED BY 
KANDUPALATHA (68%), KULIYAPITIYA (61%), JAFFNA (52%) AND 
RAJANGANA (47%). HOWEVER, KANDUPALATHA (34%) HAS THE 
HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF FEMALES WITH GCE ("0" LEVEL) 
QUALIFICATION AND IS FOLLOWED BY KULIYAPITIYA (25%). 

Table 6.2 Percentage d i s t r i bu t i on of female, 
fami ly meabers of age group 14-65 

by the i r l eve l of education 

Level of K u l i y a ­ Jaffna Rajangana Kandupa­ Bernini 
education p i t i y a la tha watte 

No schooling 1 2 7 12 9 1 2 
Upto grade 5 27 4 1 42 23 17 
Grade 6 to 

' 0 ' l eve l ' 36 41 39 34 56 
Passed ' 0 1 l e ve l 
and above 25 1 1 8 34 15 

Tota l 100 100 100 100 100 

6.2 Division o^ LabouA. 

The survey was intended to co l l ec t information on the a l l o ­
ca t ion of time by female members for var ious a c t i v i t i e s . 
Table 6.3 g ives the breakdown of the female population of 
the age group 1 4 - 6 5 , i n the 5 areas se lec ted, on the b a s i s 
of d i v i s i o n of labour. 



Most females were engaged in own farm work mainly on a par t -
time b a s i s . THE TIME ALLOCATION FOR FARMING WAS HIGHEST IN 
RAJANGANA. OF THE SELECTED AREAS IN JAFFNA AGRICULTURE WAS 
NOT AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF EMPLOYMENT FOR WOMEN. HERE ONLY 
12% OF THE FEMALE POPULATION WF*E ENGAGED IN OWN FARM 
ACTIVITIES on part-t ime basis (none of them were engaged 
in own farm a c t i v i t i e s on f u l l - t i m e bas is ) and th i s f igure 
when expressed as a.percentage of the number of farmers, both 
f u l l - t i m e and part-time accounts to-21%. PERCENTAGES OF 
FEMALE MEMBERS ENGAGED IN FAMILY FAR>{ ACTIVITIES EITHER ON 
FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME BASIS IN THE OTHER AREAS NAMELY 
KULIYAPITIYA, RAJANGANA, KANDUPALATHA AND BEMINIWATTE WERE 
40%, 74%, 49% AND 54% RESPECTIVELY. This when expressed as a 
percentage of the number of farmers, (both f u l l - t i m e and 
part-t ime) works out to 57%, 82%?,80% and 77% resepect ive ly . The 
high p a r t i c i p a t i o n of female members in own farm a c t i v i t i e s 
i s an important criterion to be considered when formulating 
income generating a c t i v i t i e s for rural women within the 
agr i cu l tura l sector . 

THE STUDY ALSO REVEALED THAT OFF FARM AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
WEBE NOT AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF EMPLOYMENT FOR FEMALE FAMILY 
MEMBERS IN ANY ONE OF THE FIVE SELECTED AREAS. 

The proportion of. female family members of the ages 14-65, 
employed in of f - farm nonr-agricultural a c t i v i t i e s (excluding 
students) i s given in Table 6 .4 . Rajangana recorded the 
lowest percentage of female family members engaged in such 
a c t i v i t i e s . This may bo due to the lack -c. off-farm non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l employment opportunities as i t i s mainly an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l area (a co lonisat ion scheme) and i s s i tuated 
away from urban areas. Correspondingly the l eve l of under­
employment i s a l so higher in th i s area. On the other hand 
off - farm non-agricul tural , a c t i v i t i e s which employ one third 
of female members of age group 14-65, i s the most important 
s ingle source of employment in the Kandupalatha area. 

THE STUDY REVEALS THE NEED FOR AT LEAST ONE FEMALE FAMILY 
MEMBER TO ATTEND TO ALL THE HOUSEHOLD WORK ON A FULL-TIME 
BASIS. Considering the family s i ze (5-7) and the time 
a l located to other a c t i v i t i e s , one could argue that the 
time spent on household work is generally more than what i s 
required. For example, in Rajangana and Kul iyap i t i ya , 65% 
and 40% female members respect ive ly are engaged in household 
a c t i v i t i e s on a f u l l - t i m e basis along with others who are 
involved on a part-time b a s i s . In Beminiwatte and Kandu­
palatha f u l l - t i m e engagement in household a c t i v i t i e s i s low 
when compared to other areas where household a c t i v i t i e s are 
shared by more than one family member. ALTHOUGH FULL-TIME UN­
EMPLOYMENT WAS NOT REPORTED BY FEMALE MEMBERS, THERE IS 
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UNDER-EMPLOYMENT TO A LARGE EXTENT.4" Under-eraployxaent was 
'predominant i n Rajangana where 92% of the female members 
were not g a i n f u l l y employed for more than one th i rd of the i r 
time. In Kandupalatha where both farm and off- farm employment 
were h igh , only 7% of the female fami ly members of the age 
group 14-65 reported unemployment and that too on part- t ime 
b a s i s . I n the remaining three areas the s i t ua t i on was 
moderate. 

Table 6.3 Percentage d i s t r i bu t i on of female members 
of the age group 14-65 by a l l oca t i on of 

time for var ious a c t i v i t i e s 

Code 1 - f u l l - t i m e 
Code 2 - part of the time 
Code 2a - more than one th i rd of the time 
Code 2b - l e s s thai! one th i rd of the time 

Farm- Off-farm Off-farm House-
ing (agr i cu l tu re ) (non-agr i - hold 

cul ture) work 
inc luding 

students 

Le isure time 
(not employed) 

1 2a 2b 1 2a 2b 1 2a 2b 1 2a 2b 1 2a 2b 

K u l i y a p i t i y a 3 28 9 0 0 1 26 4 0 40 19 7 0 26 9 
Jaf fna 0 2 10 0 1 0 27 9 3 54 1 5 16 0 0 67 
Rajangana 6 65 3 1 7 4 4 3 0 65 24 1 0 92 6 
Kandupalatha 3 19 27 3 3 1 23 9 10 17 45 18 0 0 7 
Beminiwatte 1 23 30 0 0 1 10 17 3 24 46 17 0 19 54 

Table 6.4 Employment of female members of age 
14-65 years i n off- farm 

non-agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s 

K u l i y a p i t i y a 
Jaf fna 
Raj angana 
Kandupalatha 
Beminiwatte 

Tota l no. of 
female members 

of age 14-65 

1 1 7 
93 
91 

1 2 1 
145 

No. employed 
i n of f - farm 
non -ag r i cu l ­
tu ra l a c t i v i ­
t i e s (exclud­
ing students) 

2 1 
16 

3 
40 
22 

No. employed i n 
of f - farm non-ag­
r i c u l t u r a l a c t i ­
v i t i e s expressed 
as a percentage 

of to ta l 

18 
-17 

3 
33 
IS 

Although fu l l - t ime unemployment was not reported by 
female members, a large proportion of them were 
employed ei ther i n the farm or i n the household on 
a part- t ime b a s i s . These members can take up f u l l -
time employment i f opportunit ies are a v a i l a b l e . 
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On examining the a l l o c a t i o n o f time by the female fami ly 
members of the selected f i v e a reas , on the bas is of the 
d i f fe rent age groups, i t was observed that the major i ty of 
females involved f u l l - t i m e i n household a c t i v i t i e s were 
above 20 years of age. The major i ty of the members involved . 
i n farming (ei ther f u l l - t ime or part- t ime bas is ) are a lso 
i n the same age group. Most of the members employed i n of f -
farm non-agr icu l tu ra l a c t i v i t i e s were from the age group of 
14-20 and 20-35 . 

Table 6.5 g ives the percentage d i s t r i bu t i on of female fami ly 
members of the ages 14-65 according to of f - farm employment. 
Th is shows great d i v e r s i t y according to the respect ive areas . 
For instance s k i l l e d work, which accounts for 71% was the 
most important source of of f - farm employment i n K u l i y a p i t i y a 
area whi le labour and self-employment were the major sources 
of of f - farm employment i n Ja f fna . IT I S SEEN FROM TABLE 6.5 
THAT IN RAJANGANA NONE OF THE FEMALE FAMILY MEMBERS WERE 
ENGAGED IN SALARIED EMPLOYMENT, SKILLED WORK, LABOUR OR TRADE. 
THUS I T COULD BE CONCLUDED THAT IN RAJANGANA AN URGENT NEED EXITS 
FOR THE CREATION OF MORE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES OUTSIDE THE 
AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. 

Table 6.5 Type of employment of female fami ly 
members of age 14-65 years 

P e r c e n t a g e ^ o f R e s p o n d e n t s 
K u l i y a - Jaf fna Ra jan- Kandupa- Bemini-
p i t i y a gana la tha watte 
N = 2 1 N = 16 N = 3 N = 40 N = 2 2 

Sa la r ied or whi te-
c o l l a r employment 19 19 0 28 IS 

S k i l l e d work • 71 13 0 10 27 
Labour 5 ' 25 0 33 23 
Trade 0 13 0 13 0 
Other kinds of s e l f -

employment 5 31 100 18 32 

The foregoing d iscuss ion could be summarised as fol lows 'T­

1 . OFF-FARM NON-AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
ARE INADEQUATE IN ALL THE FIVE AREAS. THIS IS SEEN 
TO A GREATER DEGREE IN RAJANGANA WHERE ONLY 3 OUT OF 
91"FEMALE FAMILY MEMBERS WERE GAINFULLY EMPLOYED IN 
OFF-FARM NON-AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES. KANDUPALATHA 
REPORTS THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE FAMILY 
MEMBERS INVOLVED IN OFF-FARM WORK. HOWEVER, THERE 
TOO I T ACCOUNTS FOR ONE THIRD OF THE TOTAL FEMALE 
WORK FORCE. 
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SALARIED OR WHITE-COLLAR EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR SEEM 
TO BE THE MAJOR AVENUES OF OFF-FARM EMPLOYMENT FOR 
FEMALE MEMBERS IN MOST AREAS WHILE OTHER AVENUES 
SUCH AS.TEXTILE WEAVING, SEWING,. KNITTING, HANDICRAFT 
INDUSTRY ARE OF LESSER IMPORTANCE. 

THUS THERE IS A SCOPE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES MAKING USE OF SUCH 
SKILLS IN ALL THE AREAS COVERED BY THE PRESENT 
STUDY. 

Information on the s k i l l s a l ready possessed by the 
female fami ly members as wel l as the s k i l l s they 
desi red to learn a lso supports t h i s view. 

IT WAS ALSO SEEN THAT THERE IS A POSSIBILITY FOR THE, CREATION 
OF ADDITIONAL EMPLOYMENT WITHIN AGRICULTURE, BOTH IN AND OUTSIDE 
THE FARM IN MOST OF THESE AREAS THROUGH INTRODUCING CHANGES 
IN CROPPING PATTERNS. Attempts could be made to introduce 
labour in tens ive cash crops. Th is would generate add i t iona l 
employment opportunit ies w i th in agr i cu l tu re i n r u r a l areas ' 
and consequently pa r t i c i pa t i on of female fami ly members i n 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s could be enhanced. In add i t ion , 
there may be p o s s i b i l i t i e s of introducing cash crops which 
can be grown and marketed by farm women. 

6.3 Skills PosAes&ed by the 
Female. Family Members 

.The spec i f i c s k i l l s possessed by the female fami ly members 
which could help in .p lanning any form of income generating 
a c t i v i t i e s aie given i n Table 6.6. 

Table 6.6 S k i l l s possessed by female fami ly 
members 

P e r c e n t a g e of Respondent s 
K u l i y a - Jaf fna Raj an - Kandupa­ Bemini­
p i t i y a gana la tha watte 
N = 49 N = 60 N = 29 N - 3 1 N ~ 73 

T e x t i l e weaving 61 5 14 23 29 
Mat weaving 27 57 55 7 22 
Sewing 8 52 24 52 41 
Kn i t t ing - - - 26 23 
Weaving bags e tc . - - 41 1 3 1 1 
Food preparat ion - - — 7 8 
Weaving cadjan - 8 - 10 1 
Making cur ios and 

1 1 ornament s - -
— — 1 1 

Typing and short­
hand 2 - • - -

— 

Poult ry keeping - - - - 6 

2 . 

3 . 
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Table 6.6 

No. of female family 
members possessing _ -
spec i f i c s k i l l s , 
expressed as a per­
centage of the t o t a l 
female work force 42 65 32 26. 50 

No. of female members 
who make use of these, 
s k i l l s to gain employ­
ment expressed as a 
percentage of the to ta l 
female work force 15 8 3 9 9 

The Table above c l e a r l y indicates that there i s scope for 
u t i l i s i n g these s k i l l s in income generating a c t i v i t i e s . 

P e r c e n t a g e of R e s p o n d e n t s 
Kul iya - J a f f n a Raj an- Kandupa- Beiaini-
p i t i y a gana latha watte . 
N = 49 N = 60 N « 29 N = 31 N - 73 ' 

Flower making - - 3 
Batik pr int ing - - - - 1 
Beedi wrapping - - - - 1 
Other handicrafts - - 3 4 
'N' as % of- to ta l 

female members 42 65 32 26 50 

In J a f f n a , 65% of the female family members of the age group 
14-65 reported possessing spec i f i c s k i l l s 8 while in Rajan­
gana and Kandupalatha about one th ird and one fourth of the 
female work force r e s p e c t i v i l y reported possessing s k i l l s . 
S k i l l s possessed by the female family members in Beminiwatte 
were many - among which sewing, t e x t i l e weaving, mat weaving 
and kn i t t ing were the major ones. The s k i l l s possessed b y 
female members vary . in accordance with part icu lar areas. 
For instance the s k i l l s possessed b y the females in Kul iyap i t iya 
were mainly t e x t i l e weaving (61%) and mat weaving (27%) while 
in Rajangana the majority possessed s k i l l s in weaving mats and bag 

HOWEVER, ON COMPARING THESE SKILLS WITH THE LEVEL OF OFF-
FARM EMPLOYMENT OF FEMALE FAMILY MEMBERS (TABLES 6.4 AND 
6.5) , IT IS SEEN THAT THE SKILLS POSSESSED BY THEM HAVE 
NOT BEEN ADEQUATELY UTILISED AND THIS SITUATION IS CLEARLY 
SHOWN IN TABLE 6.7. . ' 

Table 6.7 U t i l i s a t i o n of s p e c i f i c s k i l l s . f o r 
income generating a c t i v i t i e s 

K u l i y a - J a f f n a Raj an- Kandupa- Bemini 
p i t i y a gana latha watte 
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6.4 Skill* VnMAJind H' 
f amity UembeAA 

Spec i f i c s k i l l s which the female fami ly members desi red to 
l ea rn , could be used as an important gu ide l ine i n designing 
income generacing a c t i v i t i e s for r u r a l farm women. Hence 
i n the present study i t was intended to gather information 
on the in te res ts shown by the respondents to lea rn s p e c i f i c 
s k i l l s . THE STUDY REVEALED THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE FEMALES 
IN JAFFNA AND RAJANGANA WERE KEEN TO HAVE A TRAINING IN 
SEWING, KNITTING AND TEXTILE WEAVING, WHILE IN KANDUPALATHA, 
MAJORITY OF THE RESPONDENTS EXPRESSED THEIR DESIRE TO BE 
TRAINED IN ANIMAL HUSBANDRY. IN BEMINIWATTE THE MAJORITY 
OF THE RESPONDENTS SHOWED INTEREST IN BATIK INDUSTRY, 
MAKING CURIOS AND ORNAMENTS, TEXTILE WEAVING AND SEWING, ' 
WHILE IN KULIY\PITIYA THE MAIN AREAS OF INTEREST SHOWN BY 
THE RESPONDENTS WERE HANDICRAFT WORK, BATIK INDUSTRY AND 
SEWING. Table 6.8 summarises the s k i l l s desi red to be learnt 
by female members i n the selected areas . 

Table 6.8 S k i l l s desired by female fami ly 
member s 

P e r c e n t a g e of R e s p o n d e n t s 

S k i l l s 
K u l i y a ­ J a f f n a Raj an - Kandupa­ Bemini­

S k i l l s p i t i y a gana la tha watte 
N « 26 N = 37 N = 43 N = 26 N - 7 1 

Sewing 23 28 88 12 23 
ka i t t i ng - 26 • 4 6 
Tex t i l e weaving IS 38 19 - 25 
Mat weaving - - 9 - — 
Handicraft work 35 — 9 _ 7 
Bat ik p r in t ing 23 — — 19 28 
Animal husbandry - - - 54 3 
Cottage industry - - — 12 _ 
Making cur ios and 

ornaments - - — — 29 
Food preparat ion - - - — • 10 
Beedi wrapping - - - — 7 
Bee-keeping - - - - 4 

With reference to the reasons for learning these s p e c i f i c 
s k i l l s the major i ty of the respondents i n a l l the areas except 
Rajangana stated that they wished to learn these s k i l l s i n 
order to produce items for sa le or for seeking employment 
and a lso to meet fami ly requirements. However, the major i ty 
of the respondents (66%) i n Rajangana stated that they would 
l i k e to lea rn those s k i l l s only to meet domestic requirements. 
I n th i s regard i t should be noted that 88% of the respondents 
i n t h i s area desi red to be t ra ined i n sewing and at present 
the major i ty of the hou-ehoids (70%) pay for sewing. 
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6.5 Home. GaAdming 
and Poutfay 

Home gardening of vegetables and poultry products are belpful in 
raising the nutritional standards of rural families. Home 
gardening and poultry keeping for home consumption will also 
reduce the expenditure on food items. Further, marketable 
surpluses could lead to an increase in the cash income of 
the family. 

6.5.1 HomzGan.dtyu.nQ 

Majority of the respondents were aware of the advantages of 
home gardening. The study revealed that more than 50% of 
the farm families had some land to produce vegetables for 
home needs. However, home-production of vegetables, fruits 
etc., is relatively low in Beminiwatte and Kuliyapitiya 
despite.the fact that the climatic conditions are favourable 
and that there is sufficient female labour. 

IT IS SEEN THAT IN MOST OF THE AREAS HOME GARDENING IS NOT 
CARRIED OUT SYSTEMATICALLY. HENCE THERE IS A NEED TO 
INTRODUCE PROFITABLE HOME GARDENING PROGRAMMES TO EACH OF 
THESE FIVE AREAS. THIS IS PARTICULARLY RELEVANT TO AREAS IN 
BEMINIWATTE AND KULIYAPITIYA« 

6.5 .2 Paut&cy Kzzplng 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT POULTRY KEEPING IS A PROFITABLE ENTER­
PRISE, IT WAS OBSERVED THAT IN ALL AREAS, EXCEPT JAFFNA, 
ONLY A FEW HOUSEHOLDS WiiRE ENGAGED IN THIS ACTIVITY. Ninety 
three per cent (93%) of the households in Jaffna were 
engaged in poultry keeping, while only 6% of the. total 
families in Rajangana had poultry. The respective figures 
for the other areas are - Kuliyapitiya 20% Beminiwatte 20%. 
and Kandupalatha 10%. 

Most of those who were engaged in poultry keeping reared 
indigenous breeds under the free range system. Thus there 
is a greater potential for the organisation and improvement 
of this activity in the future. 

IT IS EVIDENT FROM THE ABOVE FACTS, THAT THERE ARE POSSI­
BILITIES OF PROVIDING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR RURAL 
WOMEN THROUGH SMALL SCALE HOME BASED PROJECTS SUCH AS HOME 
GARDENING AND POULTRY KEEPING. HOWEVER, IT IS ESSENTIAL, 
ESPECIALLY AT 'THE INITIAL STAGES TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE SUCH 
AS THE PROVISION OF INPUTS (e.g. SEED MATERIAL, CHICKS 
ETC)., TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW AND MARKETING FACILITIES. 

http://HomzGan.dtyu.nQ


Small Scale. EnteApfU&es 
I oh. Women 
Data were co l lec ted i n r e l a t i o n to smal l sca le enterpr ises 
which could be created for r u r a l farm women by using 
l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e raw mater ia ls as we l l as raw mater ia ls 
brought from outs ide. 

Th obtaining respondents' views on the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
I n i t i a t i n g smal l sca le income geneiat ing enterpr ises for r u r a l 
women using l o c a l l y a v a i l a b l e raw mater ia ls i t was revealed 
that types of enterpr ises var ied according to the a v a i l a b i l i t y 
of raw mater ia ls i n the respect ives a reas . 

Based on the views of the respondents, the fol lowing could 
be suggested as poss ib le areas for creating- income generat­
ing a c t i v i t i e s using l o c a l l y ava i l ab le raw ma te r i a l s . 
These a c t i v i t i e s are i n l i n e with s k i l l s possessed as we l l 
as l i k e d to be learn t by the fami ly members. 

K u l i y a p i t i y a - Coir products 1 

Bags and mat weaving using 
reeds and rush C P a n ' ) 

Handicraf ts using 'Wetake' . 

Weaving mats and boxes using 
Palmyra leaves 

Coir products 
Weaving cadjan. 

Weaving bags and mats using 
rush ( ' P a n ' ) , "Kambu" and 

" I n d i " l eaves . 

Coir products 
Handicraf ts using rush ( 'Pan ' ) 

and coconut leaves , 
Weaving bags, mats, hats e t c . , 

using rush ( 'Pan ' ) 
Br ick making and pottery. 

Handicraf ts using bamboo, e k e l , 
. reed and 'Na* f i b r e . 
Coir products 
Making jaggery using sweet toddy. 

Jaf fna 

Rajangana 

Kandupalatha 

Beminiwatte 

1 
Brooms, brushes e tc . 
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The poss ib le income generating a c t i v i t i e s based on raw 
mater ia ls brought from outside as viewed by the respondents 
are g iven i n the fol lowing sec t ion . A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER 
OF RESPONDENTS FROM ALL AREAS STATED THE POSSIBILITY OF 
TEXTILE WEAVING. 

K u l i y a p i t i y a Tex t i l e weaving 
Handicraf ts using cane and 

p l a s t i c cane 
Beedi-^wrappihg 
Cosmetic i n d u s t r i e s . 

Ja f fna 

Rajangana 

Sewing garments 
T e x t i l e weaving. 

Tex t i l e weaving 
Products from cane and p l a s t i c 

cane. 

Kandupalatha Tex t i l e weaving 
Bat ik p r in t ing 
Furn i ture and bags from cane 
Beedi .wrap$4$g. 
Products based on p l a s t i c 

cane and leather . 

Beminiwatte Tex t i l e weaving 
Beedi-.wrapping 
Bat ik p r in t ing 
Handicraf ts using cane, Reed 

and bamboo. 

LACK OF KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE, UNAVAILABILITY OF 
MARKETING CHANNELS WERE STATED BY A MAJORITY OF RESPONDENTS 
AS PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES 
WITH LOCALLY AVAILABLE RAW MATERIALS. WITH REFERENCE TO 
ACTIVITIES USING RAW MATERIALS BROUGHT FROM OUTSIDE, LACK 
OF CAPITAL AND UNAVAILABILITY OF SOURCES TO SUPPLY THE 
NECESSARY RAW MATERIALS WERE IDENTIFIED AS PROBLEMS IN 
ADDITION TO THOSE MENTIONED ABOVE. 

WHEN LOOKING AT THE ACTIVITIES MENTIONED, THE DEMAND 
FOR THE FINISHED PRODUCTS SEEMS TO BE THE MAJOR LIMITING 
FACTOR AFFECTING THESE ACTIVIT IES. HENCE IT IS NECESSARY TO 
EXAMINE THE POSSIBILITIES OF MARKETING (OF PRODUCTS) VERY 
CAREFULLY BEFORE ENGAGING IN PROGRAMMES TO DEVELOP THESE 
ENTERPRISES. FURTHER, IT I S USEFUL TO CARRY OUT RESEARCH r 

FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTS WITH A GREATER CONSUMER 
DEMAND LOCALLY. 



Role. 0^ RuAal Organisations. In 
Relation to Income. Generating 
Activities ion. Rural Women 

The major i ty of the respondents i n a l l the areas reported 
the need of voluntary organisat ions to promote income 
generating a c t i v i t i e s for r u r a l women. Hence there i s a 
c r u c i a l need for making use of the ex is t ing i ns t i t u t i ons 
as wel l as to help and encourage r u r a l women to es tab l i sh 
voluntary organisat ions to f a c i l i t a t e the farm women to 
engage i n income generating a c t i v i t i e s . A major i ty of 
the respondents i n most of the areas stated the fol lowing 
as the funct ions of women's voluntary organisat ions : 
Prov is ion of t r a i n i ng , organis ing group work, and 
encouraging the members to pa r t i c ipa te i n income generating 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

Most of the respondents f e l t that the r o l e and funct ions of 
the formal organisat ions should be the prov is ion of inputs , 
c red i t and marketing f a c i l i t i e s and organ isat iona l aspects 
i n r e l a t i o n to income generating a c t i v i t i e s . 

Tn.cu.nlng VacJJLcU.es In Relation 
to Income Generating Activities 

The e a r l i e r a n a l y s i s indicated the inadequacy of t ra in ing 
f a c i l i t i e s provided to r u r a l farm women i n r e l a t i o n to i n ­
come generating a c t i v i t i e s . On the other hand, women's 
u t i l i s a t i o n of t ra in ing and other serv ices provided at 
present appeared to be very low. On the bas is of the 
information gathered from the present study, the fol lowing 
suggestions could be made i n r e l a t i o n to the t ra in ing 
aspects : 

1. RURAL FARM WOMEN SHOULD BE MOTIVATED FOR TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF THE TRAINING AND OTHER SERVICES 
PROVIDED AT PRESENT. 

2 . FORMAL AND VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS WHICH CAN BE ' 
USED TO PROVIDE RELEVANT TRAINING FOR FARM 
WOMEN SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED. 

3 . RURAL FARM WOMEN SHOULD BE PROVIDED WITH EDUCATION 
TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP, PARTICIPATE MORE ACTIVELY 
IN COMMUNITY AFFAIRS. THIS WILL INCREASE THEIR 
REPRESENTATION IN FORMAL AND VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS. 

4. RESPECTIVE ROLES OF RURAL FARM WOMEN IN A PARTICULAR 
AREA, ESPECIALLY IN RELATION TO A PARTICULAR ACTION 
PROGRAMME, SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN 
DESIGNING TRAINING PROGRAMMES. THIS WILL ENABLE THE 
FARM WOMEN TO MAKE FULL USE OF FACILITIES PROVIDED 
THROUGH THE ACTION PROGRAMMES. 

http://Tn.cu.nlng
http://VacJJLcU.es

